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Message from the Headmaster

5 ’ Welcome to our Christmas edition @he CompanionWe have had another packed term
e
[ )

g.g ) with a wide range of extrarricular activities to complement what goes on in our class
ﬁjyy ‘%’ rooms.We had our first opedair Mass in the playground to mark the start of the academic
' ¢ éf‘ year in September, accompanied by a series of retreats for all year groups. We also h
P:LGR\"‘(? thoughtful and moving memorial service to remember all those who have given their live

the two Worlds Wars and all who suffer throughout the world because of conflict.

Student Voice is hugely important and | want to know what our students think about the school and wh:
could do to make it even bettémam always keen to find out how to improve and | want nothing but the vet
best for the students here at Maria Fidelis. We introduced our FCJ value badges following a consultatiol
students last year; they suggested badges as a way of celebrating success and enabling students to de
how they live out our valuésam immensely pleased with its success and feel very proud of those students
have already been awarded all 6 baddes.is a wonderful achievemient

Just before the October half term, we had our Catholic Schools Inspection; we have sent a summary doc
to all families, containing the highlights of the report, but we were delighted that the inspectors conclude
behaviour at Maria Fidelis is exemplary. Good behaviour is healthy for everyone; students can enjoy le
teachers can enjoy teaching and parents can feel assured that their child is happy and thriving at school

| am hugely indebted to our governors and staff, who work tirelessly to ensure that our students get the b
perience of school; their dedication is outstandling'a rare gift and a privilege to have so many staff commit
ted to making sure that the children in our care get the very best education we can provide

It is with great gratitude for their service, that we say goodbye to Mr Cranny and Ms Weaver, both of whorn
made significant contributions to the PE department, sporting fixtures and the House system. We wish the
very best as they move to different parts of Austratiah you all a happy and blessed Christmas and | hope
you have a prosperous 202&ok forward to welcoming our students back on Tuesdajaéilary

Mr M. Anthony, Headmaster

Important Dates:
January 2026
Mon 5"  INSET Day
Tues 8  First Day of Term
Thurs 8 Year 11 Parents Eve
Thurs 29 VI Form Parents Eve
February 2026 ,
Mon 16" Half Term Begins et
Fri20'  Half Term Ends —
Thurs 268 Year 8 Taster Day ' - -
Thurs 28 Year 8 Options Eve — ,
Fri 27 Last Day of Term Festival of Lessons and Carols at St Aloysius Catholic Church, Somers Town




(=L THE SHARP SYSTEM
ystem
SHARP stands for o0Student Help Advice Reporting

ymoudy report issues like bullying, hate crimes, and anti-social behaviour. It is an important tool which forms
part of our safeguarding support and helps the school to promote student welfare.

The system provides an anonymous way for students to share concerns with school staff, and the platfor
provides resources on topics includirsgiety, mental health, and drugs.

Students can access the system from school, home, or on a variety of devices with internet access,
phones or tablets. All reports go immediately to the Headmaster who then shares them with the pastoral
We have already been able to tackle a number of issues that have been brought to our attention, and this
enables the school to act swiftly. Reports can also be forwarded to relevant external authorities, such as
lice, if they fall outside the school's remit.

/- DON'T SUFFER IN SILENCE

Make A Report.

Catholic Life

Hello, welcome to the School Help Advice Reporting Page System We all work together at Maria Fidelis Cathilic

School to help with any problems you may have in or out of school.

Sharp System Maria Fidelis
y === If you wish to contact us through Mr Anthony, you dont have to leave your details if you dont want to.
6 READ MORE
L

Please take the time to look through the pages and if you feel that you can help to keep our school a safe,
friendly and fun place to be you can get in touch using the link.

This is a CONFIDENTIAL way to stop YOU or a FRIEND or SOMEONE you have seen SUFFERING..

Contact Us

GETITON 2 Download on the
* Google Play [ ¢ App Store

Pumpkin Carving Competitig"

popular House event in the school cale
(second only to Sports Day) is the annual p
kin carving competition, held on the eve of
Saintdos Day. Student
sembled in competitive spirit in the Drama
dio to work together to create the most ref
and most imaginative array of carvings wit[®
limited time frame. Throughout the eveni
staff popped in to review the work being don
well as checking how well each house was =
ing as a team. Overall it was a wonderful event, with D'Houét House crowned champions. The judges wer
ticularly impressed with the way in which students integrated in their house teams, even though some si
had never even met or spoken before.



Catholic Life
Catholic Schools Inspectorate

On Monday 20th October, the infamous phone call came. Maria Fidelis had finally been selected to be the
Catholic school to be inspected as part of a Section 48 inspection. These occur around every 5 years, a
serve the three core elements of a Catholic school: Catholic Life and Mission, Religious Education and C
tive Worship. Three inspectors visited the school across the last two days of the half term. They observed :
blies and RE lessons, as well as meeting with the Headmaster, Senior Leadership Team, Governors, st
students. They also completed inspections of RE student books, exam folders and analysed internal data.
cal part of the inspection was also reading through the large number of responses to both staff and parent
tion forms. The entire community of Maria Fidelis is delighted to share that the school received the follo
grades in each respective areas:

1) Catholic Life and Missioi®@utstanding

2) Religious Educatioood Our TC] .—(}a[ues.

3) Collective WorshipGood

Dignity
The full report can be accessed on the school . .
site, under Inspection Reports. It is broken down CompanlonSﬁlp
the three elements of the inspection. In sumn .7[0198
Maria Fidelis was desc Justice ‘ mmt
rooted in FCJ values. ed
of ami |l yo at mospher e, \ E)(ce[[ence i N
wayso6 in which our stu ‘geﬂt[ene&? c h
lt was a joy to see t| ' e t he
subject knowledged of ' It
oexcellent relationshi h
Students were commended for their willingnes
participate in prayer and liturgy in many ways st
oreading scripture and wusSe
Overall, we are proud to publish that Maria Fid
Overall effectiveness
The overall quality of Catholic education provided by the school 2

Catholic life and mission (p.3)
How faithfully the school responds to the call to live as a Catholic community at 1 —
the service of the Church's educational mission

Religious education (p.5)
The quality of curriculum religious education 2 —

Collective worship (p.7)

The quality and range of liturgy and prayer provided by the school 2 ]
The school is fully compliant with the general norms for religious education laid down by the Bishops' Y
Conference es ]
The school is fully compliant with any additional requirements of the diocesan bishop Yes _—

The school has responded to the areas for improvement from the last inspection Fully —



Catholic Life
Founders Day Tabernacle

Friday 14th November marked the annual commerRof Catholics, we believe that during Mass, bread anc
ration of Founders Day, where we celebrate the hjstoryne become Jesusd& Body

and heritage of our school, founded by the FCJs| 18w we have been trying to source a Tabernacle for
dents participated in an adapted morning timetpble, school Chapel, so that the Eucharist can be re-
working in groups to learn more about the schodqlséssed there. At long last, this September we got oul
houses and the key figures in the Ignatian spiritughtxads on one. With the skill of our site staff, it was
dition. Year 7 found the day particularly useful, l@ayuickly installed and then blessed by local parish
ing about the different houses they have been plagqatizst, Canon Jeremy Trood. This took place after an

I—— =

== | outdoor Mass for Year 9.

Frday 34% November s 8
i
Founder's Day

Stewardship Club

Students have been learning about creation anc
importance of taking care of the environment.

a prayerful meditation to explore the wonder of 29
4

ture and all God's of creation. q

We rounded off the term by thinking of practicgsé
ways we could have a positive impact on the en |
ment and school community. The Year 7s camejliNa== ~ii
with a litter pick and canteen clean. We were abl e 225 b
relate this to our teachings of creation as well ag
FCJ values of Dignity and Companionship with
unsung heroes: the canteen staff.

Stewardship Club really enjoyed the litter pick §
are keen to tackle the MUGA next Halfm! We
will then go outside the building and perform a lit
pick in the nearby area to share our care of the €
ronment to the wider Somers Town area



Catholic Life

FCJ Values

Pensioner :

In an effort to both promote and recognise the manys part of our local community outreach, Maria Fi-

ways in which students make a valuable contribu

tamhel i s holds an annual P e

to our school community, we have recently intyothe last week of term. This is always a very popular

duced six FCJ badges, reflecting the six FCJ valy
the heart of our school ethos. Students across all
groups are already stacking up the badges on
blazer lapels, with some students having alread
ceived all six in the first term!

Staff are able to nominate any student they see

out one of the following values:

1) Excellence

2) Hope
3) Dignity
4)  Justice

5) Companionship
6) Excellence

It is hoped that by the end of the academic year, e

egwatnt, with many locals requesting tickets to attend
yeBoth students and staff volunteer their afternoon and
thevening to prepare food and drinks for the guests, as
/ xell as our wonderful musicians preparing a festive
feast of music and song.

student would have been recognised for demonsgr! |

ing at least one of these values in what they do or

Sacrament of Reconciliation

On Friday 12th December, Canon Jeremy Trd
came in to offer the Sacrament of Reconciliatio
students and staff. Confessing your sins and beir

ly for the coming of the Chrishild at Christmas.

Assemblies

Once a week, every year group gathers together
hall for their act of collective worship. On a rotati
form classes take on the responsibility for leading
peers in worship, prayer and reflection.

It has been a delight to see so many students tak

responsibility seriously. The readings are read cl:

and loudly, with students offering mature reflect

od
y fgany of the attendees have attended for a number of
g¥gsrs now, with some arriving incredibly early to se-

solved of them is a wonderful way to prepare spirfugHre seats with new found friends they have made a

previous gatherings.

The kitchen staff as well work incredibly hard, serv-
ing quality meals to over 100 guests. It is wonderful
to see how the whole community comes together in

festive cheer.
the

on the themes shown in the Gospel reading for
Sunday.




0The six of wus were excited abou
Bath's infamous Christmas market, where we dashed to every stall
photos of welknown spots. After,
had the opportunity to ice skate. Ev§
one - including first time skaters, qui

_ selves! Finally, we tasted a rich hot ¢
olate and explored the Chrigmas market
- thoroughly, before returning back
London. 6

Last week, we had the incredible opj| ““ _‘
tunity to attend a reception at the Ho| g

beautiful terrace overlooking
Thames and featured talks from
Chairman of the Society, Baroness
mons of Vernham Dean, and the A
bassador of Egypt to the UK, as well as Sherif Kamel, whose speech focused on the conflict in the Middl
and Egyptods significant effort s Itwasinspiriagtmnieet stygdentsc
from other schools who share an interest in politics and international relations, and the evening ended wi

Ambassador inviting us to visit the Egyptian Embassy for a further discussion .
Andreea Bajan , Year 13

On Monday the 13th of October, we were invited by the Chairman of the British Egyptian Society, Baro
Symon of Vernham Dean, to a Reception at the House of Lords. The reception was to welcome His Excell
Ambassador Mr Ashraf Swelham as the new Egyptian Ambassador to the UK. The Ambassador gave an
ing speech on his hopes for the relationship between the two countries to grow, and on his hope for a |
peace in the Middle East.

At this event, we met some other students from Riddlesdown Collegiate, who we shared ideas and opinior
us about the event, as well as hdveyels are going. We also had a conversation with the Honorary Preside
Sherif Kamel, who invited us to the Egyptian Embassy. He talked about how 'London was alwayssh his
and that he originally graduated with a BA in Engineering, when he turned down an opportunity ind.ondo
work at the Egyptian Embassy in Washington DC. | fahisdevent a good opportunity to practicg net-

working skills and to get an insight into what the British Egyptian Society does.
Fahim Ahmed, Year 13



| mperial Junior Girlsdo Mat hs Ch

On Saturday 8th November, a group of our talen
Mat hs Contest at | mperi al Coll ege Londonds Sout
matics Department, brought together mathematically gifted girls from across the country for a day filled
problemsolving, collaboration, and inspiration. The contest featured both an individual competition round :
a team challenge, testing creativity, logic, and perseverance.

Our Maria Fidelis students represented the school brilliantly, tackling challenging questions with enthusiasi
grace. Their teamwork and positive spirit were a credit to our community.

The day also included inspiring mathematics taster lectures by Professor Claudia de Rham and Dr Che
Kestner . Professor de Rh dshé expldared uiantum anechapies/the iexpansioa
of the wuniverse, and how dark energy might <cha
glimpse into the frontiers of modern physics and cosmology. To top off the day, everyone enjoyed deli
Franca Manca pizza kindly provided by Imperial Calleges a fantastic experience for our studients that
deepened their love of mathematics and showed them how far curiosity and persistence can take them. V
so proud of how they represented Maria Fitelis

Bacchadheatre Trip

On Monday 20th October, 14 GCSE and A level Classics students attended a per
of Euripides'Bacchaeat the National Theatre. The Greek tragedy, first producg
405BC, deals with still pertinent themes, such as gender roles, tyrannical Ieader
role of religion in society. Below is a brief review b

one of the students who attended:

O0Our experience at th
taking, with creative outfits, catchy songs and
original portrayals of characters whom | did
think | could like. This production managed
thoroughly revolutionise the way | view an(
Greek plays and theatre, and the experience
led to one of the most enjoyable theatre visit
everattended! am truly grateful for the opportun
and | highly recommend the play to othemsvorth
tribute to Dionysus."

Hannah Maloney, Year |



Foreign Languages at Maria Fidelis

European bay of languages

26 September

European Day of Language

N vz
Maria Fidelis students to:
part in various activities @

celebrate European Day i —
Languages in Septemb Journée européenne des langues i M
Well done to all involved. It
was a particular highlight to see students sharing greetings in Euroﬁﬁ 2= &
guages that are not on our curriculum, demonstrating the wonderf iy

sity within our student body. As always, there will be more events
the year which will focus on world languages so please look out for

Guess the Teacher

Al l French <c¢classes took part
they had to | isten to members
pleased to say that 9U1 French were the winners scoringg@i @t/

Chorige % \'\

,
SAUCIRRON B ¢

S
Mini su\lf“t?;‘;,.p

¢ (C6Mm0 PUEDO MEJORAR mi trabajo?

Languages Café

To celebrate the wonderful progress of students in learning new languages, the MFL department organi
Languages Café, where students had to put their skills to the test and engage in conversation with both st
fellow students. This checked both their listening and speaking skills, whilst also giving them increased
dence to practice the languages they are learning in their clasafanmedlernentfood was on offer!

. By ' C ey vy
D __Led Nan s

e




Jewellery Making with The Creative Dimension Trust

Over the past five years we have been working with The Creative Dimension Trust to deliver a series of
foundation courses at Maria Fidelis School. The charity aims to support talented young people, providing
with the skills and confidence needed to pursue careers that require core hand skills. The courses are fully
ed and students must attend all five sessions after school. They take place on Tuesdays B6pn3.20

The courses so far have included gilding, leatherwork, furniture making, tailoring and jewellery making.
session is delivered by an expert in the field and participation can open further opportunities for participar
attend other courses in the future.

Students do not need to have previous experience but usually have an interest in Art and Design, Design
nology or developing new practical skills and it is for this reason that the Science Department are supportir
initiative.

So far this year we have run a leather craft workshop and next year we will be running jewellery making a
niture making with students allowed to take the items made home.

The Creative Dimension Trust appointed Ms. Candice Lau, a master leather worker, to deliver the recent v
shops. Mr. Paul Ravn, an expert jeweller and fellow of the Institute of Professional Goldsmiths will run the
ellery making course and the furniture making is to be delivered by Ms Emma Leslie, designer and furn
maker.

The Trust hopes that participants will see that work-
ing in these areas is a real prospect for a future career.

The dates for the jewellery making are as follows:
13th January 2026

20th January 2026

27th January 2026

3rd February 2026

10th February 2026

THE CREATIVE
DIMENSION

Students must be in Years-1I®to take part and as
there are only ten places available for each cour
Interest is very competitive so anyone interested wil
need to apply early. They can express their interest to
Ms. Gamble who will put names on the waiting list.
For further information about all the workshops on
offer outside of school, please \visit:
www.thecreativedimension.org/workshops.




MEI Workshop 2025

On Wednesday 17th December, 14 students attended the
MEI workshop at Queen Mary University of London. The
focused on advanced Mathematics topics including Vecto
Lengths and Sectors, with students engaging in complex pg
-solving activities that challenged and extended their Mat
cal thinking The workshop provided an excellent opportu. 8
for students to experience univerityel Mathematics teachi” —
and work alongside peers from other schools. Following 1 -
demic session, students were given a tour of the campus, allowing them to gain insight into unlver5|ty life
cilities The day was both educational and inspiring, giving our students a valuable taste of higher educatior
strengthening their understanding of key Mathematical concepts. We look forward to attending future

workshops next yea

Drama Club: Donmar Warehouse in the House

Once again, the Drama Department was proud to welcome our close friends from the Donmar Wareho
Our Sixth Form English Literature and GCSE Drama students were joined by Hattie and Kat to explore .
Genet 6s play, The Maids. Students were treated
to act out two scenes in our Drama Studio whilst exploring the themes of oppression and obsession.

As i f that wasnd6ét enough, The Donmar al so gave
Battling our way through London traffic, diverted buses and at times rather heavy rain, we made our way C
to the theatre. 0The staging was just so fabul c
Component in my GCSEs6 said one year 11 girl, w

use of phones and projectors. Not only was it Brechtian, but it was just great to watch. It was like theatre a
emaat the same timelé

A special thargou to Ms Meier who accompanied our students to the theatre and made sure everyone
safe, comfortable and had the best time possible.

Drama Club: Taking to the Stage in 2026

Starting in January 2026, our Drama club wil/| b

Every Tuesday from 15:41%:45, students will be involved in a theatre devising project based around a cur
affairs issue. Below is the summary provided about the project by the Donmar Theatre itself:

My Future is a new project for Key Stage 3 students exploring activism andhtlieagreAfter the successful
run of THE TRIALS, our LOCAL Production about climate justice, we at the Donmar are keen to explore t
potential of theatre activism. This project is curated by Anne Langford, and devised in partnership with ci
activists, teachers and young people. With the support from PwC and contributions from local schools an
dents, we aim to bring devising and activism to the next level. Similar to our flagship programme Take the
My Future will have 10-#rhool sessions over the course of the Autumn and Spring terms. This culminate
the young people sharing their work on the Donmar stage in front of their friends, family and teachers, as |
Stakeholders from Camden and Westminster Council.

Any students who are interested in taking part should speak to Mr McReynolds after the Christmas break.



Extra Curricular Activities
Geography in Action

Speak Out Challenge

At the start of the academic year, Mr Anthony took a
Year 9 GCSE Geography class over to St Pancrag Old

Church graveyard. This might sound like a rather

nu-

sual school trip, but in fact the tombstones are a wealth
of information about the physical geography of the
The students were able to see the ways that weath
climate cause damage to the tombstones, helping
understanding of the types of rock and how they
formed.

BBC Bitesize Workshop
On Wednesday 15th October, Maria Fidelis welcom

ea.
r and
their
are

Year 10 recently took part in a series of workshops
run by the Jack Petchey Foundation as part of their
Speak Out Challenge. This scheme, well estab-
Lglished in schools all over the country, provides

team from the BBC to deliver a workshop to Yedr ¥0ung people with the framework to develop their

called othe other side
expose students to the questions they should be 3

oPeblic speakingand glebgtinggkillss h e pur p

Islgngdents worked together to consider what makes a

themselves to check if what they are reading, hearingspéech convincing and what topics or issues they

seeing is an authentic and truthful news story.

Students were introduced to the key terms of bias,
mation and disinformation, and had to work togeth
decide whether various unusual news headlines we
thentic or not. The BBC staff commended our studé
and said that they were the most engaged, well be
and interactive students they had ever worked with!

feel passionate about. With the help of the work-
f§hop facilitators, our Year 10s had time to com-
r fPse a speech of their own on an issue important
relg them. A few of our students spoke so well in
nigont of their peers that they were chosen to repre-
haveggnht Maria Fidelis at
competition.

We are incredibly proud of the speeches Hannaan

and Maria in 10C made. It is inspiring to see young

people speak out so passionately and convincingly
in front of a large audience.




