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Message from the Headmaster

e Another wonderful year has passed at Maria Fidelis; it is the people who make this school and | ¢
& .* not wish for a more committed and dedicated staff or more wonderful students. Like every school,
3 2 -’7 w have good days and bad days, but when | spoke with the Year 11s and the Year 13s as they c:
¢ {iﬁ? the end of the exams, it reminded me of what a great place this school is. Inside this magazine

S will read about many of the exciting activities that students have been able to get involved with, ar

would not be possible were it not for staff going over and above what is expected of them .

We began this term with the sad news about the death of Sr Ellen FCJ, who was a great supported of the school an
a friendly face for staff and students alike. She will be greatly missed, and there is a dedication to her on pXt We a
Pope Francis, who was an inspiration to billions of people throughout the world and a great advocate for peace at
mony in our troubled times. We now look forward to a new leader in Pope Leo XIV. A number of our students atten
the Festival of Hope at Westminster Cathedralaansvell as meeting the Cardinal, they got the opportunity to fin
out more about what Catholic charities and organisations are doing to make our world a better place

The Science Department welcomed nine new members to the school in June: Michael in Year 10 won a Jack P
Award and used the money to get a hatchery for the school and we had nine chicks hatch from eggs. Room 1.16 |
the centre of the school for the two weeks we had the chicks with us and it was a great experience for children w
them hatch and were able to hold them after a few days.

Sports Day was a huge success this year, and | congratulate Ms Weaver and Guillemet House on winning the Antl
year. Well done to all who took part in the many events over the last years and thank you to the Heads of House f
ganising and overseeing another successful year of House competitions.

It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to Mr Salmon and Ms Chamorro, both of whom havestasmtinpng
teachers of the school. We wish them both well in their new lives and | would like to express my sincere gratitude tc
for their hard work and dedication to the students in their care here over many years here. We also say goodbye
Kumar, Ms Everson, Ms Kennedy, Mr Adebayo, Mr de Rosa, Ms Proll and Mr Price. They have all served the stuc
here well and they will be missed. | thank them all for their service to the students of Maria Fidelis. | wish you all ¢
happy and relaxing summer and | look forward to starting again in September. Our new Year 7 students will st:
Wednesday 3September and the rest of the school start back on Thursday 4

Mr M. Anthony, Headmaster

Important Dates: - e
August 2025 ek
Thurs14" A Level Results Day
Thurs21* GCSE Results Day
September 2025
Mon 1* INSET Day
Thurs 4 1*day of term
Wed 24" Open Evening
October 2025
Fri 24 INSET Day
27"-31" Half Term

December 2025 :
Fri 19 Last day of term Final scores being announced at Sports Day 2025, with representatives of each House




['OCUS ON: SR ELLEN
MCCARTHY I'CJ RIP

Excerpts from Canon Jeremy T S
Sister Ellen was admitted to hospital on the eve of Palm Sur
the Church was gathering to us o6

into Jerusalem, the start of Holy Week. Ellen may not have
physically present with us but she was very much with us in spui aiu

. . Ms Uliwiak (Premises Manager) with Sr Ellen
in prayer as we celebrated the great events of our redemption. .~ (RIP) at one of ou

On Maundy Thursday we gathered here as a community to celebrate the Eucharist just as Jesus gathered
disciples for their last supper. He took the bread, broke and gave it to them; he took the cup of wine, bles
and gave it to them. This is my body, this is my blood. He promised that when tRisaisted in his name
then he will be present and he is present here with us this morning. As he is now present to Ellen who is p
ing to enter into her Fathers kingdom.

We are comforted because Ellen is now at peace, she has now become the person that God always inten
to be, she has moved forward, stepping out into the brilliance of the light of Christ. From this we can take
fort, secure in the knowledge that we shall see her again, when, our mortal lives over we too will follow whe
had gone before and there be united in the overwhelming love of God our Father which Ellen is experiel
today. That is why we continue to celebrate our faith that through the Resurrection all of us will be unitec
the Father in heaven. That is the faith which sustains us here on earth. We give thanks to God for the goc
he has shown Ellen and trusting to his mercy look forward to the goodness he will show us.

Sr Ellen FCJ had supported Maria Fidelis for a number of years in the role of Chaplain. May she rest in pée:

Habemus Papam!

After the death of Pope Francis, the Cardinals of the Catholic C
met in Rome for the Concl ave
under 80 were locked away in the Sistine Chapel to vote for the
Pope. Avoiding any distractions or influence from the outside wc
essential if they are to truly listen to the promptings of the Holy §

ow

After just 4 votes, the voting Cardinals reached-things consensu
and elected Robert Francis Cardinal Prevost OSA as the 267th
and 266th Successor to St Peter. The 69 year old American, w
holds Peruvian citizenship thanks to his extensive missionary wgs
an Augustinian there, took the name Pope Leo XIV. '

Pope Leo XIUUMib&nommmeansng 0l
we are One. o0 This demonstrat
word: unity. It is clear from the first few weeks of his Papacy tha
new Holy Father desires the universal Church to be united as o
common family under God, walking together towards Jesus. Le
continue to pray for the ministry of Pope Leo XIV.



Catholic Life

First Holy Communion

| M2~

As part of our outreach with local parishes, back i

'
June we invited the children who had celebrated td

First Holy Communion at St Aloysius, Somers Tow
this summer to a celebration event.

Miss Hodey very kindly arranged for them to have
baking session with their family in our Food Tech

room. The children made scones and cakes to sha
with their mumds. It g

experience a Food Technology lesson, as well as
what life is like in their local secondary school.

Everyone involved had a thoroughly enjoyable mo
ing, and there were some delicious treats served |
the boys after their hard work.

We look forward to hosting similar outreach eventg
with the parish after the summer holidays, as well
with our feeder primary schools across Camden.

It s also possible for any prospective parents to vi
for an open morning on Tuesdays between 9am a
10am. No booking Is required, simply turn up.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Sunday 22 June was a joyful day at St Aloysius parisk
Somers Town as nine young people were Confirmed
by Bishop Nicholas Hudson. This means they are
now fully initiated members of the Catholic Church.

It was a particular delight for Maria Fidelis, as five of
our students were involved. Sr MaryAnne FCJ and
Mr O6Brien (who is the
working at Maria Fidelis) were incredibly impressed
by their commitment to attending the preparation
sessions, and delighted by the quality of their reflec-
tions on the Catholic faith. Bishop Nicholas also
commented on their excel
i |l st coming

P

whi

reverencebod
n . .
the oil of Chrism.

re

Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine

On Friday 11 July, the annual staff INSET day that
focuses on Catholic Lifa,groupof six members of
staff made a group pilgrimage to Knock Shrine in Co.
Mayo, Ireland.

Knock is a significant place for Irish Catholics, as it is
Said that the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared there in
P1®79. Since then, it has become a place of pilgrimage,

with thousands visiting to honour the mother of Our

Lord Jesus Christhe Shrine itself is a beautiful
hplace of prayer, stillness and reflection, helping Cath-
olicstruly embrace their faith.

Whilst there for the day, staff attended Mass, had the
;I([)pportunity to go to the Sacrament of Confession,
7gnd had | unch together a

ternoon was free to give staff time to socialise togeth-

er and explore the beautiful grounds of the Shrine.

1



Catholic Life

6' Form Leadership Conference

We welcomed Gumley House School FCJ on the !

CAFOD Young Leaders

Athis cohort's Young Leaders; Finn, Matilda, Alleeka,

April for the annual conference as an introduction foJeardPascal and Selina, have completed their year of

school leadership for newly elect&dFrérm teams. Wj¢
spent the day together praying for a strengthening
their leadership skills, discussing what it truly mea
be servant leaders and the values that needed to
cessful in their new roles. They were given time to

out their goals for the year. We then shared a meg|

provided by our school's catering team and Guml¢
House were also given a tour of our school.

2 leadership and attended the Celebration Day at
drRomero House on the 1bf June.

1SR day included speeches by members of CAFOD's

u’%&HE&tion and engagement teams and an inspiring

péﬁ@ech by an alumni CAFOD Young Leader who has
gone on to work for the charity immediately after com-
ypleting his A_evels.

lan Byre MP also joined the celebration witQ&A

Events like this are a wonderful way to bring the e'hgéssion where he answered questions hisoimvolve-

of FCJ schools together, as well as demonstrating
true FCJ family.

Jubilee Festival of Hope

On Tuesday 24 June, a group from Maria Fidelis
part in a Festival of Hope liturgy at Westminster C

thedral, the mother Church of Catholics in Englandi

and Wales. Over 1,500 students from schools acr
the Diocese were present for the occasion.

Mr O6Brien and Mr

Mc Re

tPr?ent in CAFOD's ational and international work and
how his own Catholic faith has impacted his deeision
making in the Houses of Parlianten

\

the behaviour and attitude of the students, being t ', ”

ambassadors of our school. Cardinal Vincent refle
on the fact that onoth
of Goddé and how we ar e
pledge to bring hope to everyone we meet. The a
noon concluded with a time of Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and Benediction, before we h
the opportunity to greet the Cardinal personally.

ment. It is the official Catholic aid agency for England
and Wales, and part of Caritas International. CAFOD
works through the local Church to reach people and

pl aces that others candt.

More information about their work can be found

online at www.cafod.org.uk/abost



Catholic Life

Visit to St Aloysius, Somers Town

Mr OO6Briends Year 9 cl
exploring the church of St Aloysius, Somers Town

Maria Fidelis and the parish have had a long standi

relationship, enabling learning to be brought to life
beyond the four walls of the classroom.

During the visit, the students were able to identify {r=z
1
'

names of each feature, describe them and, most if
portantly, explain why they are important for Cathd
worship today.

Left

Tshad Fingall (9F) learnt how
to use the thurible, an metal
incense holder on chains that
[ a Priest uses during Mass to

d incense the Altar, Gospel ana
gifts of bread and wine that
will become J

Blood.

It is harder to use than it

opportunity to sit on the side
of the Confessional that no
one gets to see: namely, the
side reserved for the Priest,

Here /s where the Priest wil,
listen to Confessions, give

As part of their unit on Church Architecture, one olm
I

e SsSUuUSO

advice and most important))
absolve (wash away) all the
sins that are confessed.

Year 10 Mock Exams

It might seem very unusual to feature the Year 10
mock exam season in a section on Catholic Life, but
in fact at Maria Fidelis, the two are inseparable for a
number of reasons.

Firstly, our new tannoy system replaces form time
prayer with a whole school prayer and reflection at
the start and end of each day. The morning prayer
brings to a natural conclusion the hustle and bustle of
Year 10 revision in the Library each morning. This
helps calm the students before they are registered.

o

‘\

N

- g ‘rié ,‘ .
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Secondly, our Exams Officer, Mr Harding, offers a
prayer in the exam hall, specific to that subject, in the
moments before the exam begins. This reassures our
students that they are not alone in sitting their exam,
and can rely on the help and guidance of the Holy
Spirit to do their best and remember all that they

need to remember.

Body and
Bible Verses

A very popular feature
on the first floor is this
small box outside the
Chapel that contains
short Bible verses to be
taken by staff & studeni |

Students can often be
found in small groups
comparing what words
wisdom they have picke
up, and how it relates tc
their daily life.




Jack Petchey Awards

001

We have run the Jack Petchey Achievement Award for many years heil
Maria Fidelis. The award is given to those students who may have gor
and beyond to achiedgerhaps when others thought they might fail. Sol
students are given the award in recognition of the fact that they are gre
models for other children.

To be nominated for the Award is a significant achieve-
ment and we are very proud of our winners so far this
year. Please congratulate them if you see them!

1l ways trying
n to everyon

Siem(7C)nomi nated by a cl as
hard in I essons and al we

Mia(BA)homi nated by Miss Sc MV_______ ing a odilig
and hardworking student. §

e
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVER
[

Congratulations!
cdeter

Hannaan (9Cl o mi nat ed by f el | « \Jlks 0s
much for the school and up
Shayon(OL)n o mi nated by fellow S 0 a
good role model and a good frien s u
Fareed (10Fhomi nated by Ms Lawson for . i ng

willing to do the right thing.c’)‘\

Declan (Year12h omi nat ed by Ms Hammond f
school and being a founder of th

Far ewel | to the o6

lJ(erem;Qh 2]
tFor | know THQ
Lord, oy

Friday 23 May saw the Year
went on study leave around halfway through their GCSE exa
season. It was an emotional day for many, and Mr Anthony
lighted how this year was particularly special as these stude
began secondary school during the COXfDlockdown. He led
a reflection on how much they had grown and matured here
then spoke about the power of faith in adult life, using Jere
29:11 as inspiration.

Plans | have 1

Letusmake go s of ourii
Letus doalltie god e can,

It was also wonderful to hear a number of students talk abou
their favourite memories at Maria Fidelis. Some stories were
tainly memorable and had the whole room in stitches!

The celebrations concluded with a presentation to Mr Ayisireg
and Ms Atker, who have worked incredibly hard this acade
year in guiding and preparing Year 11 for their GCSE exams



Extra Curricular Activities

UK Junior Maths Challenge

Congratulations to our 19 students who achieved
awards in the recent UKMT Junior Maths Challénge

8L) earned a Gold certificate, four pupils received Si
ver, and fourteen were awarded Bronze for their im-
pressive mathematical problewiving skills

We are proud to announce that one student (IsabeII‘H

The top three students will participate in the next
round, the Junior Kangaroo competition.

Omved Gardens

On Thursday 12 June, Ms Gill and Mr Langley led a
small group of students on a visit to Omved Garden;
in Hampstead. This excursion was a wonderful oppq
tunity to experience the grounds, which include:

Willow Circle
Wildflower Meadow
Orchard

Vegetable Garden

= =24 =4 -4 -2

Kitchen

The students had a fantastic time and came back to
school energised by their time spent together out-
doors.

EarthFest 2025

On 5 June, the Year 9 GCSE Geography students
attended EarthFest, a four day festival which in-
tends to inspire positive climate action.

The day was eye opening and full of empowering
talks from L'myah Sherae (Founder of Enact
Equality and advocate for racial equality and social
- justice), Mete Coban (Deputy Mayor of London
for Environment and Energy) and Kerry McCarthy
MP (minister for Climate at the Department for
Energy Security and Net Zero.

Year 9 gography student Lashana Gordon (QA)
reflects below on her experience of the day:

oDuring the day the stu
of Coal Drops Yard and met important figures that
want to encourage climate action. A key takeaway
was when we looked at air pollution across the UK
and how it effects certain communities. It showed
how people of ethnic backgrounds seem to reside
in areas of higher levels of air pollution and suffer
the most from health issues, creating a sense of in-
justice. We also talked about how young people
have the ability to make a change. Schools were
encouraged to talk to their local MP about climate
action. 6

Getting out into nature is one of the best things all o

us can do to improve our mental health and wellbeing, B§

especially for those living in large cities like London.




On your bike!

Danny Louis de Canonville (9C), Reo Killick (10F) and Ronnie Payne (8A) all take part in a small business
intervention that runs every Friday. It is a free service for local residents that encourages good mental heal
dependence and community engagement.

The students learn how to run a small business, the importance of communication, as well as customer sel
skills while fully servicing bikes that local residents leave to be repaired. They learn how to use a variety of
including wrenches, tire levers, chain and breaker checkers, to name just a few.

On Friday 16 May, Camdends Deputy Mayor came do
Ronnie communicated to him and other members of Camden Council with care and calmness, always with
smile and happily answered the variety of questions that were asked.

The boys worked really hard as it was a busy day, and all completed their tasks. The Deputy Mayor said he
very proud that students from Maria Fidelis was providing an important service to the local community and
asked the students for a picture which made the boys both happy and proud.

S

The Girl sod Net

A group of 30 Year 9 and Year 10 girls were choseE
this term to take part in a series of workshops and
sions run by The Girl

mentor and network of female professionals to ac
role models and guides. ‘

In each session, the girls were encouraged to co
their goals and aspirations in life. With this in mings
they were paired with a mentor to guide them thro
how they could achieve these goals.

The purpose of this pairing was to give inspiration
the girls and challenge stereotypes and expectatic > .
that could act as a barrier to progress and succes Th G I N t h
in life. The mentors commended the aspirations o e I r S e Wor
students had, and were delighted with the maturit Unlimited fUtUI’QS fOf a|| young women
shown by our students over the scheme.
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Year 12 Classics students visited the Southwark
Playhouse on Wednesday 18 June to watch a pro-
ducti on of T/ FrogsTheperfomn e s 0
ers brought incredible energy to the stage, adding a
modern twist to the ancient comedy through music,
movement and sharp humour.

It was a great opportunity for us as students to expe-

rience the play in a fresh, dynamic way especially as

wedl | be studying it next year. The producti on
brought the text to life and sparked plenty of discus-

sion on the way home

Work Experience at London Zoo

During the summer term, a small group from Maria Fidelis were given the once in a lifetime opportunity to
some valuable work experience at ZSL London Zoo. The students shadowed zookeepers whilst they com
the long list of daily tasks across the enclosures to ensure the animals were kept both healthy and happy.

Students also had the time to participate in these tasks too, from cleaning the glass on the penguin enclosi
below) to feeding other wildlife around the site. This was a valuable insight into the hard work zookeepe
behind the scenes to enable us to visit and learn about these wonderful creatures from all over the world.

The idea of the Zoo Academy is to encourage young people to consider a career in conservation, particul:
the number of endangered species rises. ZSL London Zoo particularly works with young people to ensure
finance or background is never a barrier to working with these wonderful creatures.

Maria Fidelis has a long history with the Zoo, with Year 7 visiting every year during Enrichment Week in Ju



