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Message from the Headmaster 
Important Dates: 

We support the Euston Foodbank. 

Our next collection for the Euston 

Foodbank will be on Ash Wednes-

day (5th March) 

January 

Mon 6
th
  INSET day  

Tues 7
th
  1

st
 day of term   

Thurs 9
th
  Yr11 6

th
 Form taster day 

 & Yr11 parentsõ evening  

Tues 29
th
  Yr11 6

th
 Form interviews  

Thurs 30
th
  6

th
 Form parentsõ evening  

  

February  

17
th
 ð21

st
  Half Term 

Wed 26
th
  Yr8 options taster day 

 

March  

Wed 5
th
  Ash Wednesday 

Thurs 13
th
  Yr9 parentsõ evening 

Thurs 27
th
  Yr8 academic review day/

  options interview 

Fri 28
th
  Spring report to parents  

 

April 

Wed 2
nd
  Headmasterõs lunch  

Fri 4
th
   Last day of term  

 
Summer Term begins on  

Tuesday 22
nd
 April  

Welcome to another edition of The Companion, our termly school news-

letter.  This term we celebrated fifty years of Maria Fidelis, when St Aloys-

ius Grammar School and St Vincentõs Secondary School merged to be-

come one.  As part of the celebration, all year groups went on retreat to 

Aylesford Priory in Kent and we had a special ôday of happinessõ to mark 

the occasion on 20th September.  Our next big event will in 2030, when 

we celebrate the bicentenary of the school, which was first established by 

Marie Madeleine DõHouet in 1830.    

We have had a lot to celebrate this term, with one of our 6th Formersñ

Sebastianñbeing our first student getting into Oxford to study medicine; a 

number of students being nominated for Jack Petchey awards and attend-

ing the annual ceremony; students competing in a range of House activi-

ties and the introduction of our new fantastic marimba band.   

I would like to congratulate all the students who were chosen by staff to 

attend the Headmas-

terõs lunch this term.   

They were chosen be-

cause of the way they 

exemplify our FCJ val-

ues and put them into 

practice through their 

kindness to others and 

desire to do the best 

they can at school. 

Finally, I would like to 

thank our governors 

and staff for their hard 

work and dedication to 

this school.  We are incredibly lucky to have so many people who are 

committed to making sure that the children in our care get the very best 

education in the very best environment. 

It is with great gratitude for her contribution to our school, that we say 

goodbye to Ms Matthews Martin.  She has been a fantastic support for 

many of our students and a dedicated member of the Maths department.  

We wish her the best of luck in her new school. 

I wish you all a happy and blessed 

Christmas and I hope you have a 

prosperous 2025.  I look forward 

to welcoming our students back on 

Tuesday 7th January. 

 

 

 

Mr M. Anthony 

Headmaster 

St Aloysius Convent School painted by Mr Aldridge 



XLP stands for "The eXceL Project", a charity at 

the cutting edge of Londonõs youth work.  Their 

youth workers come to Maria Fidelis every week 

and have been doing so for nearly ten years, help-

ing hundreds of our students since they started.  

They are a Christian charity and describe them-

selves as òfaith based, but not faith biasedó.   At 

Maria Fidelis, they work with a wide range of our 

students.  

 

Rosie and her 

team work to 

build positive, 

long-term rela-

tionships and 

they encourage 

students to set 

positive goals 

and work hard 

to achieve 

them.  We are 

lucky to have 

XLP staff who 

relate well with our students, bringing with them a 

wealth of skills and experience.  Rosie established 

XLP at Maria Fidelis and she is passionate about 

improving opportunities for young people and she 

understands the challenges and the issues young 

people face.  The XLP team aim to put the power 

back into the hands of young people so they can 

have the future they want, not the future dictated to 

them. 

They run two programmes at the school, one is fo-

cused on keeping young people motivated in edu-

cation and happens in schools throughout the day; 

the other supports young people outside of school 

hours.   Rosie and her team offer a range of inter-

ventions including mentoring, sports clubs, sports 

clubs, music production and even taking roles with-

in the organisation itself.  They have also run their 

Literacy and Numeracy project (LAN) with some 

of our students; this offers literacy and numeracy 

support  

  

XLP Camps 
Last term, Maria Fidelis students in the XLP pro-

gram had the opportunity to attend two amazing 

residential camps.  These students had also been 

involved in the XMobile project, where they use 

their creativity to 

produce music in 

a mobile record-

ing studio that 

came to the 

school each week. 

The residential 

camps are de-

signed to help stu-

dents build 

stronger relation-

ships with XLP 

staff and apply 

important skills 

such as resilience, patience, teamwork, and commu-

nication, which they develop during weekly group 

sessions at school. The camps also bring together 

students from other XLP schools and community 

projects across North London.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are proud to share that the Maria Fidelis stu-

dents represented their school with outstanding be-

haviour, making a positive impression on everyone. 

We look forward to 

continuing group ses-

sions at Maria Fidelis 

this year!  

 





Celebrating 50 years of Maria Fidelis 
This September, we celebrated fifty years of Maria 

Fidelis, but our story goes back way beyond 1974; 

indeed, our story is nearly 200 years old. 

Somers Town was named after Lord Somers from 

whom the land was leased, and was still situated 

among market gardens and meadows where hay-

makers would be seen during summer months.   

 

What we now know as Clarendon Court on the oth-

er side of Phoenix Rd was Clarendon Square and in 

its centre was the Polygon ð a circle of thirty-two 

linked houses built around an inner garden in the 

centre of Clarendon Square, designed by a French 

architect, Jacob Leroux, who himself resided nearby.  

It was here that a French priest called Abbé Carron 

set up a chapel and number of schools locally, in-

cluding a boarding school for girls, and this boarding 

school was the nucleus of Saint Aloysius Secondary 

School.   

In 1814, he handed over the school to his colleague, 

the Abbé Nerinckx, who oversaw the school from 

1814 until 1830.   Marie Madeleine DõHouet arrived 

in Somers Town in 1830 bringing with her a note of 

introduction to Father Nerinckx.  Within five days 

the girls' school, with all its contents, was handed 

over to the FCJ sisters.  Marie Madeleine assumed 

responsibility for the educational establishment that 

was then known as St. Aloysiusõ Charity School for 

Girls.  

 

In September, 1974, St Aloysius merged with St Vin-

centõs Secondary School which was run by the Sisters 

of Charity, and that was when Maria Fidelis was es-

tablished. 

The name Maria Fidelis was chosen 

because of the devotion of both reli-

gious congregations to Our Lady. Mary was faithful 

to her son, Jesus, right to the foot of the cross, and 

the motto of our school is just one word ôFidelityõ. 

 

The first headteacher of Maria Fidelis Convent 

School was Sr Placida Hoole FCJ.  She and her suc-

cessors led the school in educating girls from north 

London for nearly forty years until 2013, when it be-

came co-educational. 

 

It has changed a great deal since 1974, but we remain 

true to our values and it is still undoubtedly an FCJ 

school.  In 2019, we closed the doors to North Gow-

er Street and Phoenix Road, and opened the doors 

to our current new building on Drummond Cres-

cent.   

And this is where we are now ð nearly 200 years after 

Marie Madeleine DõHouet established the first 

school, and 50 years after two schools amalgamated 

to form Maria Fidelis.  We still have our shared vi-

sion underpinned by the six FCJ values  

¶ DIGNITY  

¶ EXCELLLENCE 

¶ HOPE 

¶ JUSTICE 

¶ COMPANIONSHIP 

¶ GENTLENESS 

 

We are hugely indebted to the staff, governors and 

students who have contributed to the school over the 

decades.  Any current success would not have been 

achieved were it not for who and what has gone be-

fore.  It is down to us to lay foundations anew for the 

future generations to keep the story, the story of our 

Faith, alive. 



Celebrating 50 years of Maria Fidelis 

Sr Brenda unveiling a portrait of the old school 

building 

Ms Hodey (teacher and former student) with some 

of her classmates 

Sr Anouska and Sr Gloria 

Bishop Hudson with Mr Anthony, Ms Whelan and 

Chelson (head boy) 

Bishop Hudson with Ms Whelan and student ambas-

sadors 

Ms Gamble with Mary-Claire Hogan and Anne 

Smith (previous teachers at the school) 



Literacy Programme 

Year 10  

Outwards 

Bounds Day 

 

Team Up is part of Reading Voluntary Action, an 

organization that aims to increase opportunities 

for children in the UK. External tutors delivered 

interactive, fun and engaging sessions in order for 

pupils to develop communication, leadership, and 

teamwork skills.  

 

The literacy programme took 

place on Wednesdays P4 in 

our library and lasted for 11 

weeks.  

 

A group of Year 8 pupils at-

tended a new literacy pro-

gramme called Team up 

(https://teamup.org.uk/

schools) where external tu-

tors delivered literacy les-

sons. 

 

Pupils also received a profes-

sional mentor!  

 

Tutors were impressed by 

the outstanding behaviour and commitment of 

our Year 8 pupils! 

 



Remembrance Day 

At 11:00am on the 11th No-

vember , the whole school 

honoured the two-minute 

silence to remember those 

who have lost their lives in 

war over the years.  Year 11 

and Year 8 students partici-

pated in a Remembrance 

Day Service in the central 

lobby area of the school; this 

included readings, prayers 

and poetry; the music depart-

ment also played The Last 
Post.  The service was also 

attended by Sr Brenda fcJ and Ms Carey, our chair 

of governors.  Students were dignified and solemn, 

and it was a very moving occasion.  

During the month of November our school chaplain 

Anna Prasek invited students into the chapel to pray 

for those who have died.   

The ôAll Souls Groupõ 

pray for deceased family 

members and friends.  

Students also have an 

opportunity to write 

their names on a prayer 

leaf and in a Remem-

brance Book.  

The aim of this group is 

to show students that 

they can implement 

prayer in their daily life 

and that they can have a 

beautiful and real rela-

tionship with God.  Mass is then offered for the 

names in the Remembrance Book.  

In his role as pastoral deputy, Mr McLoughlin meets 

with students to  get their views on the school.  He was 

very impressed by their ability to speak eloquently and 

with confidence about what they feel are the strengths 

of the school, as well as what they would like to see 

improved. 

Students were asked what their favourite subjects were 

and why, and pleasingly gave a range of options ð PE 

(the enjoyment of sport and the point of difference 

from other subjects), Maths (the enjoyment of the 

challenge, and the fact the teacher is so good that it is 

easy!), Classical Civilisation (the 

enjoyment of learning from the 

past and the mythological as-

pects),   Sociology (learning a 

complete new way of seeing the 

world), History (the im-

portance of learning and the 

past to inform the future) , RE (the world we live in 

now needs understanding our similarities more than 

ever) , Art (the absolute freedom of expression makes 

students lose themselves in their work). 

Students then went on to discuss what teachers did 

well at Maria Fidelis. The group all agreed that their 

teachers have high expectations of their behaviour, 

and that the learning was environment was much bet-

ter and more progress was made.  

Students also agreed that their 

teachers go over and above to 

help them prepare for tests and 

assessments ð they are given all 

the resources they need to do 

well. Finally, where there was strong agreement was on 

the fact that their teachers were friendly and approach-

able. Some students said that teachers were highly 

skilled at ôchunkingõ ideas, breaking down complex 

concepts and ideas into more understandable content. 

When asked about what the defining factors of a great 

lesson are, students said that they made the best pro-

gress when teachers were clear and concise in their 

instructions and explanations. They also agreed that 

great lessons were engaging ð fast paced and with a 

range of activities. There was also widespread agree-

ment that where teachers checked for understanding 

frequently, they were able to maintain the information 

and make progress. 

There was a suggestion that teachers treating double 

periods  as 2 sperate lessons might help, and certainly 

giving a brain/movement break in between would 

help.  They also liked the changes that have been 

made to the lunch queuing system - they commented 

it was now well ordered and fairer. 

Student Voice 

Teachers go over 

and above to help 

them prepare for 

tests and assess-

Teachers have 

high expectations 

of behaviour 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.  


