Issue 3: Summer 2024

¢ KIS 2 Y LJ

Growing together through Christ with courage confidence and dignity

Message from the Headmaster

Important Dates:

September

Wed 4" 1*day of term (Yr7)

Thurs 8 1" day of term (Yrs-83)

Wed 11"  Yr7 Welcome Evening

Wed 18  Yrll & 6 Form Infor
mation Evenings

Fri 200

Wed 25  Open Evening

October

Fri 17 Yr8 Parent s

Fri 25 INSET Day

27"-31 Half Term

November

Mon 11"  Remembrance Day

Thurs 14 Prizegiving Evening

Fri 15 Founder ds D4g

Thurs2® Yr 10 Parent s

December

Mon 2¢ Yrll & 13 mock exams st

Thurs3 Pensionersd

Thurs 122 Carol Concert

Thurs 19 Last day of term

We have made it through another yeagear of great trouble and tur-
moil internationally, but a year of incredible unity and growth as a
school.

Visitors to the school continue to be impressed by what they see and
they are always complimentary about our students. It was particularly
affirming to have such positive feedback from Sport§y@ay chil-

dren were a real credit to you! We were honoured to have children vis
it us from five primary schools in Wigan. They came down to London

50" Anniversary CelebratigrS Part of th&racy for Advocagrogramme and gave inspirational

speeches on Catholic Social Teaching and the need for ethical leader-
ship at both national and global levels.

Staff haveirun gome fantastic trips and events this year for our student
including the ski trip, Thorpe Park, a cinema trip, numerous sporting
events, theatre trips to see Macbeth and Romeo & Juliet, retreats, fielc
trips, science events and a visit to Bletchley Park.

| am truly grateful for your support, as parents, and | would like to take
this opportunity to express my deep gratitude to the amazing staff we
have herdtheir dedication and commitment to the students is second
fo néne.e mhisrygar we had our first FCJ service award for staff, which
was presented to Ms Lusher and Ms Chamorro. Full details are on p3

Al September, we shall be celebrating 50 years of Maria Fidelis in it cu
kehthitérgtibnni® Sept&hdvert 974, Maria Fidellsmprehensive

School was formed by the merger of St Aloysius Grammar School with
St Vincentds Secondary School

School Uniform
Exchange

We have a stock of washed and
clean uniform at the school. If you
are able to, you may make a dona-
tion , but any child who needs a
uniform will be able to see if there
is one that fits.

We appeal to any family who have
a uniform that no longer fitplease
bring it in and we can let another
child benefit from it. We particu-
larly ask Year 11 students to let us

have their uniforms if they no long-
er wish to il 53
keep them. s e LI

tions on Friday 20th September to mark this important milestone in the
school s history.

| wish you all a wonderful summer holiday and | look forward to wel-
coming our new Year 7 students back on Wednesday 4th September,
and the rest of the School on Thursday 5th September.

Mr M. Anthony, Headmaster

The choir performing at the Senior Citizens' Summer Tea Party




Introduction by Mr McLoughlin,
the new pastoral Deputy Head

It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself as HE

new Deputy Head Teacher here at Maria Fideli

Although 1 officially begin in September, | havp
spent the past couple of weeks in the school g

have been struck by how friendly the welcomi
the school community is. | have been a teacher

over 20 years, and worked at a range of school$

London, but | am relishing the prospect of workin
at school with fantastic facilities, staff and part
ships in such a vibrant part of our city.

| am absolutely de
lighted to be here
and look forward t
working  alongsid
Mr Anthony and al
the other staff to el
sure the best ou
comes for our youn
people. The FC
values of dignit
companionship,
hope,  excellenc
justice and gentl
ness should under-

pin all we do in the schodlhow we interact with
each other, how we conduct ourselves and | lo

forward to working with the young people in thgPossible. If your

school to ensure they embody these values.

When | introduced myself to the students, | spoke
to them about <creating
due t o htligbklieve tha & s ddy im-
portant to have high expectations for every me
ber of our school community be it in terms of
attendance, punctuality, appearance, conduct,
haviour or effor® when we lower or expectations
for young people, we let them down. | am unapol
getic as to the fact |

¢

dents3 if you take care of the small things, the bning 0

things look after themselves!

I look forward to getting to know the Maria Fidelis
families and wider community in the coming wee
and months. In the meantime, | would like to wis
you a restful and safe summer break.

Attendance Update

n%bsence has on <c¢hi

1

ness).

will ask you for evidence where:

cumstances and do so in advance.

If your child
needs a medica
appointment,
please book it
around the
hgchool day wher

Attendance and punctuality:

IMPRESSIVE
9% Attendance
tes to 4school days

child needs to b
absent from
school, you
should contact

the sch ohb
ly as possible or

L ihe first day of
absence to ex-
C’gl_ain why. If you
0 not, we will

contact you ot

theAfl or
fE'sthg]abQ-

ence to find out

NEARLY THERE

Equates to 9 school days
off each year

DANGER ZONE

U

guest a 6l eave of

child can be absent.

The DfE has issued new guidance for schools to help
prove attendance. At Maria Fidelis, we want to
work with families to ensure that students are in
school every day, as we are very aware of the impact

|l dr ends

(ﬁ is really important that every attends every day the
.ﬁhool IS open except when a statutory reason applies.
ease notify the school as soon as possible when

our child has to be unexpectedly absent (e.g. sick-

If your child is too ill to attend school, we

must record these absences as authorised. In the ma-
jority of cases medical evidence is not needed, but we

* Your child is regularly absent because of illness.

* |n a small number of cases where we have reason
to believe your child was not too ill to attend and a
conversation cannot resolve the issue.

The DfE has also made it very clear that you should
also only request leave of absence in exceptional cir-

Where does your child sit on the attendance ladder?

why your child is not in school. All parents can re-

absence

them permission to be absent from school.

‘Please note that the school has the final say over
hWhether to approve the request and for how long your



Catholic Life and Mission
Voluntary Thursday Mass

Fr John says voluntary mass during form time on

Thursdays. The mass is completely student
centred, and
sermons always have
clear message to help
the students engage i\ |
their faith.

Students are able to
take a lead in the Mas
and they serve at the
alter and say the read
ings. It has been a
pleasure to see that t
Mass has been so we
attended throughout
the year, sometimes

with standing room only! We are really happy that
Fr John will continue to come to the school in Sep-

tember.

Euston Foodbank
Students and staff have made donations to the

Euston foodbank throughout the school year, and
we plan to continue to support this excellent cause.

Link Governor visit Laudato Si week
It was lovely to have Sr. Gloria FCJ visit the RE

department and witness the students making pledg-
es for the earth which were then given to her to put
towards the FCJ 1000 pledges campaign. The de-

partment regularly ask the students to reflect on
the pledges promised.

CAFOD young leaderd Celebration Day
We are very proud of our Sixth Form CAFOD

leaders, who have engaged in fundraising projects

throughout the year to raise money for different

CAFOD projects. Their achievements were recog-

nised at a Celebratory Mass in June.

Retreats
All year groups have enjoyed retreats this year.

The retreats allowed students time to be still in the
presence of their understanding of God, to reflect

on the meaning of life and spend sometime in
thoughtful reflection and prayer.

FEr 0 S

Religious Education
Jewish Museum

During enrichment week the Jewish museum ran
workshops in St Aloysius church hall for our Year 9
students to prepare them for their GCSE units in Ju-
daism the content focused on prayer and charity. Stu-
dents actively engaged in the workshops and thor-
oughly enjoyed this way of learning.

St Aloysius Church

To support year 10 with their RERedemption

GCSE unit students have visited St Aloysius Church
to study the architecture and design features of the
building and how they
are linked to Catholic
beliefs. They also stud
ied the main features of
the church and artefactg
used by Catholics whic&
supports Catholic wor- .
ship. The lesson in the
church was very interag
tive and engaged stu-
dents in their learning.

FCJ Service Award

Two members of staff were recognised for theirlong
standing dedication to the school and their unfailing
commitment to upholding our FCJ values. They
were presented with their awards by Raymond Friel,
whop spoke at our staff retreat.

Ms Lusher has worked at Maria Fidelis since 1997.
She now plays an integral role in the Sixth Form and
is one of our safeguarding leads, having previously
been a Head of Year. Ms Lusher is always willing to
help out and she gogm
above what would §
ordinarily be ex-
pected to help the § = #%
young people in herfl &
care.

member of staff whc.- ‘
always helps out at
the senior

citizenso
events. She gives her time generously to help others
around the school She is a wonderful member of
staff who seeks to do her best for students and teach-
ers alike.

par



Chaplaincy

Oracy for Advocacy

We were very pleased to be able to host a wonder-
ful event with five primary schools from Wigan and
Bolton as part of theil©racy for Advocagproject.

Children from St
Heart, Our Ladyods and
and spoken passionately on Catholic Social Justice.
The children were eloquent and showed a fantastic

understanding of many of the issues facing society
-homelessness, cost of living, support for small
businesses, equal rights, disability and the need for
leaders with a social conscience. Their words were
greatly moving and provided immense hope for the
future of our country.

CAFOD Young Leaders

The 6th form CAFOD Young Leaders attended
two training sessions
working to implement educational and fundraising
projects for CAFOD in the school. The Young
Leaders have organized a house basketball compe-
tition on Thursday March 14th in the school sports
hall. The event is a fundraiser for CAFOD.

Brendano
St
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Beatification of Carlo Acutis

Students at Maria Fidelis were interviewed by Kafui
Okpattah for ITV News following the announce-
ment that Pope Francis has paved the way for Carlo
Acultis to become the first millennial saint.

It was also an opportunity for Kafui to meet one of
his old teachers from St Aloysius School. He was
taught RE by Mr Campbell and it was a very happy
reunion. Kafui said that Mr Campbell was an inspi-
ration to him, and that it was thanks to Mr Campbell
that he got an A in his GCSE RE!

Carlo was born i
London and died
from leukaemia
when he was jus
15 years old.
Shortly after his
birth , he moved
to Italy with his g
family, after
spending much ¢

ing the message
Christ on a web-
site he created ¥
from scratch.

Carlo covered heaven and hell, angels and demons
and aged 11, he investigatesl Eucharistic Mira-
clesand listed 160 of the events on his website,
which were shared across 10,000 parishes around
the world. The young computer programmer's web-
siteis still visible todagnd is translated into many
languages.

He was beatified in 2020. This meant that the
Church officially recognised that he lived a holy life,
and this is usually the step before becoming a saint.
On 23rd May, Pope Francis recognised a second
miracle, attributed to Carlo and approved the final
process for making him a saint.


http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/
http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/
http://www.carloacutis.com/
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I am PC Matt Cox and serve as the designated Safer Schools Police Officer
for Maria Fidelis Catholic School FCJ. My previous experience within the Metro
tan police has included detective and response unit officer positions. The pri
role of a Safer Schools Officer (SSO) is to engage with staff, pupils and pare
garding the safeguarding and education of children.

Key objectives being:

* Deliver preventative messages on key youth themes to keep the community safe inside and outside of
school environment.

* Work with the school in identifying and providing intervention and diversion with pupils at risk.
* Provide educational inputs at key term times utilising an agreed preventative education plan.

* Regularly liaise with local agencies or personal safeguarding stakeholders to coordinate and facilitate
tive delivery of care or disciplinary procedures.

* Conduct foot patrols outside school, tacklesotial behaviour alongside Safer Neighbourhood Teams
(Somers Town and St Pancras Ward) and Camden enforcement servieaslinate relevant resource to
intervene or aid school and community safety.

Pl ease remember, |l am there to help and support
ist police resources are there to help ensure all relevant stakeholders have the support, management and :
support they deserve.

If you see me in and around the school and have any questions then do not hesitate to ask or &range
appointment with me via the school. As standard procedure, please call 999 for urgent incidents. For less
matters, you can call 101, or you can supply confidential information via Crimestoppers

(https://crimestoppetsk.org/givenformation/forms/givenformationanonymouslyr call0800 555 111
PC Cox, School Support Officer

The word intellectual The day was really enjoyable and we would do some-
simply means to be  thing like this again if we ever get the opportunity.
smart, but in this
club it means much
more.

This is only one of many things we do in Intellectual
street. We hope that as this community grows and that
we are able to continue our exciting events while also
Intellectual street is a educating students who want a new way to learn. Thank
community of well you for reading this because it is people like you, who
educated students take the chance to appreciate this club, that made us go
from Maria Fidelis. What separates this from most so far.

c_Iubs Is the fact that it is run by_ students. When it Nazim Ahmed 9A(creator of Intellectual Street)

first started out, the club was simply a place for quiz-
zes and had very few members; however, after a
whole year, we have achieved so much. Some of n gy =
personal favourite parts of the club include making L2t el
posters for a Geography notice board, hosting ses-#
sions together and most recently going on a trip to B8
the cinema with some of our members.

The recent Cinema trip was a reward for our most
dedicated members. It was made possible because
the founder of this club had earned a Jack Petche
award back in November. He saved his prize mo
ey up until June where he decided to take the club
to watch Inside out 2 and enjoy a pizza together.


https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously

SpOI'tS Day There was a great atmosphere throughout the day
and staff made sure that all the events ran smooth-

It was wopderful {o see so many of our st
SB Tt dudnts B8 trerd

Friday 21st June saw thig,
Parliament Hill athletics track. It was a glorious day gent¥ tike ﬁaﬂ i a

and the students were outstanding ambassadors of
their School throughout.

very healthy competition between the Houses. All
our students were great examples of how our FCJ
values should be lived, demonstrating companion-
ship, excellence, and dignity throughout. Members
of the public were very complimentary about the
school as they passed by, and commented on how
positive the day was.

Students in years 7 to 9 turned out in force to compete
in a number of track and field events, and it was af-
firming to see the way in which they supported each

The event was brilliantly organised by Mr Cranny
(Head of PE) and his team, and all those involved
had a great time.

other, as well as wanting their own House to win. The
events included the 800m, discus, shot put, 4 x 100m
relay, and sack race, high jump, long jump and tug of
war. There was also the staff 4 x 100m relay and Mr
Carreno showed that he still has his athletic préwess
there may even be a last minute Olympieugafbr

him!



