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Growing together through Christ with courage confidence and dignity

Message from the Headmaster

Important Dates:

September

Wed 4" 1*day of term (Yr7)

Thurs 8 1" day of term (Yrs-83)

Wed 11"  Yr7 Welcome Evening

Wed 18  Yrll & 6 Form Infor
mation Evenings

Fri 200

Wed 25  Open Evening

October

Fri 17 Yr8 Parent s

Fri 25 INSET Day

27"-31 Half Term

November

Mon 11"  Remembrance Day

Thurs 14 Prizegiving Evening

Fri 15 Founder ds D4g

Thurs2® Yr 10 Parent s

December

Mon 2¢ Yrll & 13 mock exams st

Thurs3 Pensionersd

Thurs 122 Carol Concert

Thurs 19 Last day of term

We have made it through another yeagear of great trouble and tur-
moil internationally, but a year of incredible unity and growth as a
school.

Visitors to the school continue to be impressed by what they see and
they are always complimentary about our students. It was particularly
affirming to have such positive feedback from Sport§y@ay chil-

dren were a real credit to you! We were honoured to have children vis
it us from five primary schools in Wigan. They came down to London

50" Anniversary CelebratigrS Part of th&racy for Advocagrogramme and gave inspirational

speeches on Catholic Social Teaching and the need for ethical leader-
ship at both national and global levels.

Staff haveirun gome fantastic trips and events this year for our student
including the ski trip, Thorpe Park, a cinema trip, numerous sporting
events, theatre trips to see Macbeth and Romeo & Juliet, retreats, fielc
trips, science events and a visit to Bletchley Park.

| am truly grateful for your support, as parents, and | would like to take
this opportunity to express my deep gratitude to the amazing staff we
have herdtheir dedication and commitment to the students is second
fo néne.e mhisrygar we had our first FCJ service award for staff, which
was presented to Ms Lusher and Ms Chamorro. Full details are on p3

Al September, we shall be celebrating 50 years of Maria Fidelis in it cu
kehthitérgtibnni® Sept&hdvert 974, Maria Fidellsmprehensive

School was formed by the merger of St Aloysius Grammar School with
St Vincentds Secondary School

School Uniform
Exchange

We have a stock of washed and
clean uniform at the school. If you
are able to, you may make a dona-
tion , but any child who needs a
uniform will be able to see if there
is one that fits.

We appeal to any family who have
a uniform that no longer fitplease
bring it in and we can let another
child benefit from it. We particu-
larly ask Year 11 students to let us

have their uniforms if they no long-
er wish to il 53
keep them. s e LI

tions on Friday 20th September to mark this important milestone in the
school s history.

| wish you all a wonderful summer holiday and | look forward to wel-
coming our new Year 7 students back on Wednesday 4th September,
and the rest of the School on Thursday 5th September.

Mr M. Anthony, Headmaster

The choir performing at the Senior Citizens' Summer Tea Party




Introduction by Mr McLoughlin,
the new pastoral Deputy Head

It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself as HE

new Deputy Head Teacher here at Maria Fideli

Although 1 officially begin in September, | havp
spent the past couple of weeks in the school g

have been struck by how friendly the welcomi
the school community is. | have been a teacher

over 20 years, and worked at a range of school$

London, but | am relishing the prospect of workin
at school with fantastic facilities, staff and part
ships in such a vibrant part of our city.

| am absolutely de
lighted to be here
and look forward t
working  alongsid
Mr Anthony and al
the other staff to el
sure the best ou
comes for our youn
people. The FC
values of dignit
companionship,
hope,  excellenc
justice and gentl
ness should under-

pin all we do in the schodlhow we interact with
each other, how we conduct ourselves and | lo

forward to working with the young people in thgPossible. If your

school to ensure they embody these values.

When | introduced myself to the students, | spoke
to them about <creating
due t o htligbklieve tha & s ddy im-
portant to have high expectations for every me
ber of our school community be it in terms of
attendance, punctuality, appearance, conduct,
haviour or effor® when we lower or expectations
for young people, we let them down. | am unapol
getic as to the fact |

¢

dents3 if you take care of the small things, the bning 0

things look after themselves!

I look forward to getting to know the Maria Fidelis
families and wider community in the coming wee
and months. In the meantime, | would like to wis
you a restful and safe summer break.

Attendance Update

n%bsence has on <c¢hi

1

ness).

will ask you for evidence where:

cumstances and do so in advance.

If your child
needs a medica
appointment,
please book it
around the
hgchool day wher

Attendance and punctuality:

IMPRESSIVE
9% Attendance
tes to 4school days

child needs to b
absent from
school, you
should contact

the sch ohb
ly as possible or

L ihe first day of
absence to ex-
C’gl_ain why. If you
0 not, we will

contact you ot

theAfl or
fE'sthg]abQ-

ence to find out

NEARLY THERE

Equates to 9 school days
off each year

DANGER ZONE

U

guest a 6l eave of

child can be absent.

The DfE has issued new guidance for schools to help
prove attendance. At Maria Fidelis, we want to
work with families to ensure that students are in
school every day, as we are very aware of the impact

|l dr ends

(ﬁ is really important that every attends every day the
.ﬁhool IS open except when a statutory reason applies.
ease notify the school as soon as possible when

our child has to be unexpectedly absent (e.g. sick-

If your child is too ill to attend school, we

must record these absences as authorised. In the ma-
jority of cases medical evidence is not needed, but we

* Your child is regularly absent because of illness.

* |n a small number of cases where we have reason
to believe your child was not too ill to attend and a
conversation cannot resolve the issue.

The DfE has also made it very clear that you should
also only request leave of absence in exceptional cir-

Where does your child sit on the attendance ladder?

why your child is not in school. All parents can re-

absence

them permission to be absent from school.

‘Please note that the school has the final say over
hWhether to approve the request and for how long your



Catholic Life and Mission
Voluntary Thursday Mass

Fr John says voluntary mass during form time on

Thursdays. The mass is completely student
centred, and
sermons always have
clear message to help
the students engage i\ |
their faith.

Students are able to
take a lead in the Mas
and they serve at the
alter and say the read
ings. It has been a
pleasure to see that t
Mass has been so we
attended throughout
the year, sometimes

with standing room only! We are really happy that
Fr John will continue to come to the school in Sep-

tember.

Euston Foodbank
Students and staff have made donations to the

Euston foodbank throughout the school year, and
we plan to continue to support this excellent cause.

Link Governor visit Laudato Si week
It was lovely to have Sr. Gloria FCJ visit the RE

department and witness the students making pledg-
es for the earth which were then given to her to put
towards the FCJ 1000 pledges campaign. The de-

partment regularly ask the students to reflect on
the pledges promised.

CAFOD young leaderd Celebration Day
We are very proud of our Sixth Form CAFOD

leaders, who have engaged in fundraising projects

throughout the year to raise money for different

CAFOD projects. Their achievements were recog-

nised at a Celebratory Mass in June.

Retreats
All year groups have enjoyed retreats this year.

The retreats allowed students time to be still in the
presence of their understanding of God, to reflect

on the meaning of life and spend sometime in
thoughtful reflection and prayer.

FEr 0 S

Religious Education
Jewish Museum

During enrichment week the Jewish museum ran
workshops in St Aloysius church hall for our Year 9
students to prepare them for their GCSE units in Ju-
daism the content focused on prayer and charity. Stu-
dents actively engaged in the workshops and thor-
oughly enjoyed this way of learning.

St Aloysius Church

To support year 10 with their RERedemption

GCSE unit students have visited St Aloysius Church
to study the architecture and design features of the
building and how they
are linked to Catholic
beliefs. They also stud
ied the main features of
the church and artefactg
used by Catholics whic&
supports Catholic wor- .
ship. The lesson in the
church was very interag
tive and engaged stu-
dents in their learning.

FCJ Service Award

Two members of staff were recognised for theirlong
standing dedication to the school and their unfailing
commitment to upholding our FCJ values. They
were presented with their awards by Raymond Friel,
whop spoke at our staff retreat.

Ms Lusher has worked at Maria Fidelis since 1997.
She now plays an integral role in the Sixth Form and
is one of our safeguarding leads, having previously
been a Head of Year. Ms Lusher is always willing to
help out and she gogm
above what would §
ordinarily be ex-
pected to help the § = #%
young people in herfl &
care.

member of staff whc.- ‘
always helps out at
the senior

citizenso
events. She gives her time generously to help others
around the school She is a wonderful member of
staff who seeks to do her best for students and teach-
ers alike.

par



Chaplaincy

Oracy for Advocacy

We were very pleased to be able to host a wonder-
ful event with five primary schools from Wigan and
Bolton as part of theil©racy for Advocagproject.

Children from St
Heart, Our Ladyods and
and spoken passionately on Catholic Social Justice.
The children were eloquent and showed a fantastic

understanding of many of the issues facing society
-homelessness, cost of living, support for small
businesses, equal rights, disability and the need for
leaders with a social conscience. Their words were
greatly moving and provided immense hope for the
future of our country.

CAFOD Young Leaders

The 6th form CAFOD Young Leaders attended
two training sessions
working to implement educational and fundraising
projects for CAFOD in the school. The Young
Leaders have organized a house basketball compe-
tition on Thursday March 14th in the school sports
hall. The event is a fundraiser for CAFOD.

Brendano
St

I e s st life GHA

Beatification of Carlo Acutis

Students at Maria Fidelis were interviewed by Kafui
Okpattah for ITV News following the announce-
ment that Pope Francis has paved the way for Carlo
Acultis to become the first millennial saint.

It was also an opportunity for Kafui to meet one of
his old teachers from St Aloysius School. He was
taught RE by Mr Campbell and it was a very happy
reunion. Kafui said that Mr Campbell was an inspi-
ration to him, and that it was thanks to Mr Campbell
that he got an A in his GCSE RE!

Carlo was born i
London and died
from leukaemia
when he was jus
15 years old.
Shortly after his
birth , he moved
to Italy with his g
family, after
spending much ¢

ing the message
Christ on a web-
site he created ¥
from scratch.

Carlo covered heaven and hell, angels and demons
and aged 11, he investigatesl Eucharistic Mira-
clesand listed 160 of the events on his website,
which were shared across 10,000 parishes around
the world. The young computer programmer's web-
siteis still visible todagnd is translated into many
languages.

He was beatified in 2020. This meant that the
Church officially recognised that he lived a holy life,
and this is usually the step before becoming a saint.
On 23rd May, Pope Francis recognised a second
miracle, attributed to Carlo and approved the final
process for making him a saint.


http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/
http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/
http://www.carloacutis.com/

C20dza 2VYY hd;

I am PC Matt Cox and serve as the designated Safer Schools Police Officer
for Maria Fidelis Catholic School FCJ. My previous experience within the Metro
tan police has included detective and response unit officer positions. The pri
role of a Safer Schools Officer (SSO) is to engage with staff, pupils and pare
garding the safeguarding and education of children.

Key objectives being:

* Deliver preventative messages on key youth themes to keep the community safe inside and outside of
school environment.

* Work with the school in identifying and providing intervention and diversion with pupils at risk.
* Provide educational inputs at key term times utilising an agreed preventative education plan.

* Regularly liaise with local agencies or personal safeguarding stakeholders to coordinate and facilitate
tive delivery of care or disciplinary procedures.

* Conduct foot patrols outside school, tacklesotial behaviour alongside Safer Neighbourhood Teams
(Somers Town and St Pancras Ward) and Camden enforcement servieaslinate relevant resource to
intervene or aid school and community safety.

Pl ease remember, |l am there to help and support
ist police resources are there to help ensure all relevant stakeholders have the support, management and :
support they deserve.

If you see me in and around the school and have any questions then do not hesitate to ask or &range
appointment with me via the school. As standard procedure, please call 999 for urgent incidents. For less
matters, you can call 101, or you can supply confidential information via Crimestoppers

(https://crimestoppetsk.org/givenformation/forms/givenformationanonymouslyr call0800 555 111
PC Cox, School Support Officer

The word intellectual The day was really enjoyable and we would do some-
simply means to be  thing like this again if we ever get the opportunity.
smart, but in this
club it means much
more.

This is only one of many things we do in Intellectual
street. We hope that as this community grows and that
we are able to continue our exciting events while also
Intellectual street is a educating students who want a new way to learn. Thank
community of well you for reading this because it is people like you, who
educated students take the chance to appreciate this club, that made us go
from Maria Fidelis. What separates this from most so far.

c_Iubs Is the fact that it is run by_ students. When it Nazim Ahmed 9A(creator of Intellectual Street)

first started out, the club was simply a place for quiz-
zes and had very few members; however, after a
whole year, we have achieved so much. Some of n gy =
personal favourite parts of the club include making L2t el
posters for a Geography notice board, hosting ses-#
sions together and most recently going on a trip to B8
the cinema with some of our members.

The recent Cinema trip was a reward for our most
dedicated members. It was made possible because
the founder of this club had earned a Jack Petche
award back in November. He saved his prize mo
ey up until June where he decided to take the club
to watch Inside out 2 and enjoy a pizza together.


https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously

SpOI'tS Day There was a great atmosphere throughout the day
and staff made sure that all the events ran smooth-

It was wopderful {o see so many of our st
SB Tt dudnts B8 trerd

Friday 21st June saw thig,
Parliament Hill athletics track. It was a glorious day gent¥ tike ﬁaﬂ i a

and the students were outstanding ambassadors of
their School throughout.

very healthy competition between the Houses. All
our students were great examples of how our FCJ
values should be lived, demonstrating companion-
ship, excellence, and dignity throughout. Members
of the public were very complimentary about the
school as they passed by, and commented on how
positive the day was.

Students in years 7 to 9 turned out in force to compete
in a number of track and field events, and it was af-
firming to see the way in which they supported each

The event was brilliantly organised by Mr Cranny
(Head of PE) and his team, and all those involved
had a great time.

other, as well as wanting their own House to win. The
events included the 800m, discus, shot put, 4 x 100m
relay, and sack race, high jump, long jump and tug of
war. There was also the staff 4 x 100m relay and Mr
Carreno showed that he still has his athletic préwess
there may even be a last minute Olympicugpafbr S
him!




Sports Day

Participation in an event, and the place a student fin-
ished in, attracted house points, and the winners on
the day were Guillemet House, with 488 points.

Ms Ham-
mond and the
students in
DoHoul
House sup-

porting the 2
Mr Carreno cheering on Faber kaners e

Could one of our students be the next Usain Bolt?



Geography Department
Earthfest 2024

In April, selected year 9s attended the inaugural
EarthFest held in the Kings Cross area. This was
an event designed to raise awareness on the issues
of climate change and sustainability, as well as edu-
cating students on the types of careers involved in
the green industry. Throughout the day students
attended a careers fair, visited an exhibition on sus-
tainable communities, an exhibition on nature and
climate art, and attended a talk on deforestation
and exploitation.

Earthfest was created by the founders of the Cam-
den Clean Air Initiative, and supported by various
businesses and
fundraise and support their local initiatives, as well
as promote their desire for a cleaner, greener com-
munity across London. It was designed to inspire
positive climate action to a wide audience of peo-
ple with different view s and opinions about sus-
tainability journey, rather than those who are al-
ready experts. Key feature zones included an EV
testtrack, a sustainable business Expo, sustainable
fashion shows, biodiversity workshops, sustainabil-
ity career fair, live music, climate art, and an exten-
sive speaker programme.

Students were able to visit the Fashion Quar-
terwhere fashion brands demonstrated how they
have been adapting their business to produce eco
friendly clothes and accessories. The Camden
Electriczone was impressive and gave an insight

enterpri se

into the latest developments in sustainable
transport.

Earthfest was set up to be a powerful statement
by the local community, for the community. It

was developed in consultation with groups of local
residents, businesses and charitable organisations
in order to ensure that it is truly inclusive. The
organisers also worked with the next generation of

E.
ecaconscious citizens, through its Junior Ambas-
sadors Committee. This group of 15 sckaged
children from across London helped shape a pro-
gramme of educational, engaging and family
friendly events.

One of the main priorities of Earthfest is a com-
mitment to supportinthe Camden Clean Air
Initiative, a local noprofit action group dedicat-
ed to improving air quality in the Borough of
Camden and beyond.

The event organisers will be giving proceeds from
the event to fund the Camden Clean Air Initia-
tive, and the intention is that various local com-
munity groups will work together more effectively
to make Camden a cleaner environment for all to
enjoy.

It was a very enjoyable event which gave the stu-
dents lots to think about!



GCSE Field Trip to
Epping Forest

In April both year 10 and year 12
geography classes undertook their

trip to Epping Forest. This annual trip involved year
10 working on learning and practicing investigation

skills needed for their final GCSE exams in year 11.
During the day they worked in groups to investigate
changes in river

Characteristics by ards. They collected data in the field for calculation
\{y measuring things of carbon, flows and transfers in an environment.
:\such as river depth,  The data collected compared sites with differing

, width and velocity. characteristics and this data could be further ana-
They thenreturned  |ysed as part of their coursework. Students left with
* to the classroom to an understanding of the techniques which can be
= process their data used to measure carbon and water, as well as being

‘and to putitintothe  aple to identify the limitations of their fieldwork.
- context of the exam

' Year 12 were in-

& volved in a fieldwork
skills day in which

~ they were practicing
techniques used to measure soil infiltration rates and
carbon stores in the trees. Students worked togetherg
to collect data that they can use in their upcoming
coursework. Students followed the route of enquiry
as they investigated elements of the carbon cycle an
water cycle in a forest environment. They generated
their own key questions and aims using sampling
methods and identifying control measures for haz

Both classes had a wonderful time developing per-
sonal skills, having fun, becoming inspired by a pas-
sion for the subject and building friendships.

but the school has developed a letanding relation-

ship with the foodbank a
We are proud of them. -

Euston

fOOd b our continued in- - ¢
volvement with the
Euston Foodbank

and a group of our e |ast year, the

Sixth Formers spent a day helping out at the centre,= ,ston Eoodbank &

which is in the old St Aloysius Primary School build-3;q1a has supporte'(

ing. They did a variety of jobs on the day, but the over 38,000 adults P

and 7,546 families, ¥
and it has provided St
over 36 tonnes of
food. They make a
huge difference to
our local community
and we will be havi
collections for the = ’

foodbank in September an
November.

Their most recent
report showed that i




Senior Citizenso

We were delighted to invite local residents to our su
mer tea party, which is now in its third year. We had
over 100 guests and it was wonderful to see so man
guests who are now our regulars to the summer and
Christmas parties. Entertainment was provided by th

the day preparing sandwiches and baking scones for
the event. The Food Tech room was busy all day
and the smell of fresh baking permeated the whole
ground floor of the school. Ms Whelan, Ms
Chamorro, Ms Sowden and Mr Marshall oversaw
the preparations, and Ms Whelan ensured that there
was uplifting music all morning to keep the workers

WELCOME

School choir, who got many up dancing to songs by
Take That! and Diana Ross. We were also very luck
to have music played by Florind (Year 9) and Auden
(Year 8), both of whom were outstanding on the pi-
ano.

As always, it was a real team effort and many staff con- . .
tributed to the event in dif-  90ing!  Ms Uliwiak and her team spent several days

ferent ways throughout the handmaking all the table decorations and getting the

days running up to the party furniture ready. Ms Masud provided the flower ar-

Ms Sowden and Ms Lusher " rangements to add the final touches to the tables.
W organised the 6th Form stu- 57 =

/ * dents, who welcomed the @
7, guests and made excellent A €39

% waitingon staffione guest

.

commented that the service
here was a s good as the
Ritz!

Thankfully, the weather
held out for us and the sun-
shine outside reflected the

joyous atmosphere inside. It was a great communit

event and we look forward to the next one. _
Year 10s and staff preparing the food

We were pleased to welcome two of our govefinors
Ms Elizabeth Carey, chair of governors and Ms Ma-
ria Jones, foundation governor and previous head
girl of the school. They both commented on the
happy atmosphere and the way in which staff and
students made everyone feel so welcome.

The Christmas Party is already planned for Thurs-
day 5th December. Invites will go out in November,
So save the date!




Marvds fourt
pl e. Thereds

'“,IHIN mate, Jimmy. Perfect.

Summer Reading Suggestions
Developing Readers
; Nothing else matters until a new

= ﬁA collection of sizzling sum-
merthemed crime and mys- \ girl at school called Carly crashes

'@’terystoriesbythirteen of the AR into his |ife. Fc
~J most popular, exciting and di- S %ﬁlﬂ[ first sight, his emotions flipped
verse childreno: gpsidedann, @9 he knows a girl

like Carly will never notice him.
! # Coedited by Serena Patel, the ' He needs hel lots of itd but when it miraculously
M awardwinning author of arrives in the shape of a musical idol from the past,
8 the Anisha: Accidental Detec- the path to Carlybds hear
tiveseries and by Robin Ste-
vens, author of the bestsel- First love is unforgettable, and poor Marv is about to

ling Murder Most Unladylikseries. learn this the hard wé&yhim, and his northern soul

een &
f oot

This gorgeous summery collection brings back to- ~Nerthern Soul by Phil Ear]l

gether thirteen bestselling, awananing, diverse

and exciting authors. -
Pedro Martin has grown up hear-

Ing stories about his abuefitos
legendary criméighting, grandfa-

- ther who was once a part of the

) Mexican RevolutiorBut that

» doesndt mean Pedr
the news that Abuelito is coming

to live with their family. After all,
Pedro has 8 brothers and sisters
and the house is crowded enough!
Still, Pedro piles into the Winnebago with his family

Grab your sunnies and your magnifying glass, and
join the Murder Club for more sensational short
stories as they lead you on a journey of foul play an
murderously magnificent mysteries! This is the per-
fect holiday entertainment and collection to pack in
every young readerds ho

The Super Sunny Murder Club

STEPHEN MANGAN Disaster! for a road trip to Mexico to bring Abuelito home,

~:THE DAYq H and what follows is the trip of a lifetime, one filled

w'[ FEL N The Queen of Dunny, the land | With laughs and heartache. Along the way, Pedro
“— where jokes come from, has finally connects with his abuelito and learns what it

é,%AWNTHE,ﬁ lost her sense of humour and means to grow up and find his grito.

~ ‘LET banned fun of any kind. Her
X\ '4s, 2 subjects have one final shotat Mexi ki d by Pedro Martin
& 0l B making her laugh otherwise

" NO NEW JOKES will be cre- - o
ated EVER AGAIN! Enter the hero the world gﬂsgysuzizdgftsiﬁgﬁwmn = BE ILLER
needs. Timothy Trench: straigtatiking, uber ey
decisive child genius. Oh, wait. In an unfortu- He doesn't like it and is doing ‘ N
nate case of mistaken identity, the wrong Timo- everything he can to get into b
thy - a boy who finds it impossible to make deci-trouble e nihome. whi
sions- is fetched to make the Queen laugh. amidnight prankaccidentally

Can he work out what will tickle Her Majesty's = Wakes &leeping giartalled
funny bone and save the day? A wildly imagina-Crom, things take a turn for ths
tive, brilliantly silly adventure that's overflowing magical.

with toilet humour! Wildly funny, delightfully

imaginative storytelling with a message that anyBut there ar@ther gianten the move, bigger and
kid can be a hero! angrier than Crom. Realising that Merlin's and the

whole country are idanger, it's a race against time
for the two new friends to find the magic of their

The Day | Fell down the Toibede bypSt edheagMad IRy Ben Mil |



Summer Reading Suggestions g SC'2'i0 children with superpow-
S Y ¥ % erso have always been native to

Year 7 QMT}E ,,E'R‘!Eg/.; Nigeria, but Onyeka and her
FeatRdme e S PE friends have been alerted to one
vy hidden in England. Tasked with
retrieving the young Solari, they
successfully complete their mis-
sion, arriving safe and sound

Twelveyearold Nick is a football
-mad boy who absolutely hates
books. In this graphic novel ad-
aptation of the acclaimed verse
novel, football, family, love, and -\ Dbackatthe Academy of the Sun
friendship take centre stage as iToLA OKoGHURE with Tobi in tow.

Nick tries to figure out how to Tobids identity and supe

Lexanoes (02 Y lgate Niud Palyng abreadcrumb trail leads Onyeka to the truth.
s stand up to bullies, and impress gt someone else has uncovered the secret, and un-
the girl of his dreams. These i ke Onyeka they dondt
challenges which seem even harder than scoring a neart. Can our superhero save the day once again?
tie-breaking, game&inning goad change his life, as

we | | as his best friendonyeka and the Heroes of the

Booki&daphic Novel by Kwame Al exander

England, 1937. Gwen,  omm
1 Noor, Dodo and Vera are B8
four very different teenag s
¢ girls, with something in
common. Their parents args
abroad, leaving them in
their English boarding
school, where they soon Za#
form an intense friendshi e
The four friends think thatEEy$¥ii W eV \2s38 NO
matter what, they will always
have each other. Then the war comes. The girls find
themselves flung to different corners of the war, from
the flying planes in the Air Transport Auxiliary to
going undercover in the French Resistance. Each
journey brings danger and uncertainty as each of
Mc Ni col | them wonders if they can make it through.

Firecracker Keedie has had enoug
of bullies and of conforming to
convention. As she sets out to righ
wrongs and stand up for the truth,
the sleepy town of Juniper is about
to wake up and see that Keedie is

‘J one of a kind. As she and her twin

"\§ Nina approach their fourteenth
birthday, they seem to only be
growing further apart. Keedie in-
stead feels drawn to, and fiercely protective of, their
quiet younger sister Adddavho on the surface is

the opposite of loud and fiery Keedie, but in fact
they have more in common than anyone knows.

Keedie by EII e
Never Forget You by Jamila Ga

October and her dad live in
the woods. They know the

trees and the rocks and the
lake and stars like best
friends. They live in the
woods and they are wild. Arl/E
that's the way it is.

An SAS team has been cap-
tured by a war lord who forces
children to become soldiers.

parachuted into the Congo rain-
forest to help the team escape.
But the operation starts to go
wrong right away.

That's the year October res . Can the SPECIAL FORCES
cues a baby owl. It's the ye CADETS trust each other?

Dad falls out of the biggest tree in their woods. The Anq the jungle is home to creatures even more dead-
year the woman who calls herself October's mother ly than desperate children with guns . . .

comes back. The year everything changes.

Until the year October turn
eleven.

October, October by Katya B: Justice by Chris Ryan



memeemy New York Timesestselling

S author and TikTok sensation
= Kalynn Bayron makes her
. highly anticipated return to the
. fairytale realm o€inderella is
o 2 Deadwith this thrilling twist
N ¥ % on the classic story of Snow

! SLEE White.
o EDEATH

Summer Reading Suggestions
Years 8 and 9

The Door of No Return by
Kwame Alexander is a book
about Africa in the 19th cen-
tury. It follows Kofi Offin and
~ his family who live in Kwanta,
divided into two, Upper and
Lower Kwant a.
experiences shine light on a
darker part of history.

THE NEW YORK TIMES BEST:

ALY Nab A T Princess Eve was raised with
OOOOOOOOOO one purpose: to destroy the

Kof i 6 s h oKnightlah evil sorcerer who

terrorises Queen's Bridge with his wicked magic. Far

too many of her subjects have been devastated by

the Knight's trickery but Eve's own unique magic

the ability to conjure weapons from natdireakes

N 8 Worty gdvarsgrg |

l'i ke

. The novel delves into the

_ themes war, peace, and com-
munity. We see
ings about all of these matters

Sl eep Death by Kalynn Beé

as he experiences them Hrand. This verse book
IS a captivating journey of close calls and near |nC|
dents. Kwame Al exandero
and breatkaking, making it almost impossible to
put down. The evocative yet simplistic descriptions

make this book an enticing read that is worth every

minute.

The Door of no Return

Anton and his friends are the
Kings of Year 9. They're used
to ruling the school and Anton
- wears the crown. The other

but that's the way he wants it
he's got a reputation to live up
to after all.

So when he gets into serious
trouble at school, he doesn't
really care, but his mum most definitely does.
She decides it's time for Anton to make some
new friends and join the Happy Campers, a local
activity group. Anton would quite literally rather
do anything else, especially when he finds out
Matthew, the biggest loser in school, is also a
member.

But after Matthew unexpectedly saves Anton's
life, Anton figures maybe this kid is worth a shot.
Teaching him some game is the least Anton can
do to repay the debt. As the boys strike up an
unlikely friendship, Anton finds himself question-

by Kwame

s'I'he tprt)(]f?llp grayso&p arpi %@%58 Rt eg |

journey roug after Av rambs ecides to
give away most of her fortune. In the aftermath,
Grayson has to determine what he's willing to risk,
and Jameson has to decide who he is without the
Hawthorne name.

Al exander

Grayson Hawthorne, the heir
apparent of the Hawthorne
fortune, has always been taught
-~ by Tobias Hawthorne to put
family first. So when his step

| sisters find themselves in a

‘" | heap of trouble, Grayson does
1[F what he does best: he takes
mZNmemns 6"‘ care of the problefheffective-

ly, efficiently, and quietly.
JENNIFER‘LYNN BA_RNES

@ AN INHERITANCE GAMES NOVEL

THEHE 5 NU“““G

HRRS
I

Jameson Hawthorne has al-
ways been a risk taker, an
adrenaline junkie, and a player of all games. So
when his mysterious father appears, offering him a
chance to partake in an almost impossible game,
Jameson can't resist the challenge. Now, he must
infiltrate one of London's most exclusive gambling
clubs, impress th@rgprietor and win an impossible
game of risk. Luckily, Jameson Hawthorne lives for
beating the impossible.

Grayson and Jameson must complete their two mis-
sions on opposite sides of the globe before it's too
late. With the help of Nash and Xander Hawthorne
and Avery Kylie Grambs, the girl who inherited

ing everything he thought was important. Does he their grandfather's fortune, they must come together
want ruling the school to be his crowning glory or and decide who they want to be and what each will
should he set his sights on better things? sacrifice to win.

Ki ng of Nothing by Nathanael TLhees sBorroet her s Hawt horn by Jen



Summer Reading Suggestions ancenesouey  Eighteeryearold Daunis

% FIRE == Fontaine has never quite fit
Years 10 & 11 KEEPER'S in, both in her hometown
UGHTER and on the nearby Ojibwe

s Crossing The Lines an akoo-

= familiar cautionary tale of what
can happen to a young and vul-
nerable person when they face
difficult choices.

/e [€SEIVAtion. She dreams of a
. \\g\\\\\§ fresh start at college, but
{ when family tragedy strikes,
/ Daunis puts her future on
. hold to look after her fragile
/A mother. The only bright spot
2 jis megtiggglamie, the charm-
~ing new recruit on her broth-

This is the story of Erik ...
he's very good at making -
bad decisions - .

1

v/

AN
Eri kds worl d i s

He finds himself needing mon- | B el

=" ey for his family soon after the er Levidos hocke
= 4 : death of his dad. His best
TIR FISHER - friend Ravi is a great support asyet even as Daunis falls for Jamie, she senses the
they both start secondary dashing hockey star is hiding something. Everything
school , b u turnédrhy thepromise efa dconhes to light when Daunis witnesses a shocking

coeasy moneyo if he fol lpumér, thtubtifg héfin@ BnI-BIGnTe8tiWafion of a
lethal new drug. Reluctantly, Daunis agrees to go

The plot is faspaced and the reader wants to stop undercover, drawing on her knowledge of chemistry

Erik before it goes any further. | also found myself and Ojibwe traditional medicine to track down the

wanting the adults to realise what was going on as source. But the search for truth is more complicated

teachers, parents and welfare officers all opt for puian Daunis imagined, exposing secrets and old

tive measures for Erik rather than trying to talk to = Scars. At the same time, she grows concerned with an

him or help him. It shows how easily a young persofivestigation that seems more focused on punishing

could be paintedsas & aofie®iendrrs tgag pratecting the victims.

tionary tale as the descent into murky world reaches

a hgarstopping and potentially heartbreaking con- Now, as the deceptiofisand deaths keep grow-

clusion. ing, Daunis must learn what it means to be a strong

FiARd,Shinaabe kwe (Ojibwe
go for her community, even if it tears apart the only
world sheds ever Kknown.

Fire Keebaeurght er by Angeline B

Crossing the Line by Tia

\‘r:mﬂwNewVorkﬁmeshesnsellinguumor The InvocatlonS a mUSt

% KRYSTAL read book for 2024. It is a
pacey read Wltlh lots of twists Sebastian, a boy who is
and turns and it has a dark, g offered the opportunity to

| thoughtprovoking back

story at its core. The three
protagonists need to find the
killer for different reasons:
Jude wants to rid herself of ¢
curse and a hateful demon;
Zara wants to raise her siste
from the dead; and Emer
wants to know why the kill-
er's victims are the women that she has helped.

become happier by attend-

ing a radical retreat for

teenagers. Hebd

he wants this,

. given much choice. At least
.. he can make his parents

proud.

But at the retreat, he meets
the enigmatic Finn, and the

other boy has him ques-
Will they find the killer before they strike again? tio nyi ng v(\q/h at &s

Will Jude get rid of the demon that is eating her 1 | on at this retreat. But the
from the inside? Can Zara really bring her sister  geeper into the programme, they discover that there
back from the deadand will there be consequenc- might be no escape.

es? Will Emer get the answers she needs to rever

the deaths of her whole family?

The Invocations by Krystal Happy Head by Josh Silver



Extra Curricular Programme

[

| Y B

In April, year 9 and year 10 were involved in our
annual town planning workshop devised by the
Urban Land Institute and delivered by Ur-
banPlan. During the day students worked in

groups to devise a strategy to regenerate a fiction-

al town centre. They
“8 ® a then delivered
ol Presentations to a
¥t & hoard of real life in-
= e ! dustry professionals
who decided on an
“overaﬂ winner. Stu-
E dents also had a
chance to listen
to the experts

educational and
career pathway
and ask them
guestions on
working in the
town planning
industry.

Deloitte

6" form mentoring with Deloitte

During the Spring term, year 12 students were lucky
to be involved in mentoring sessions delivered by vol-
unteers from ,
Deloitte. These
sessions covereq Iy
interview skills, Sk s
CV writing, self :
presentation and®
career aspiration|
The mentors &
were enthusiastic
and relatable for
our year 12s who found the sessions helpful and gave
them a sense of direction for their further education

: . and career pathways. It was
a really valuable experience
¢, to get advice about the world
m of work from people who
have been successful in their
- careers and can relate to our

students. Maybe some of
our students will come back

as Deloitte mentors for the next generation!

In July selected members of year 9 were lucky
enough to be involved in a STEAM careers day
delivered by HS2. During the day, students
worked with engi-
neers involved in
HS2 to design and
% construct a model

@ train station of the

) act|V|ty where stu-
dents competed to
\
%% design a futuristic
| train station consid-
‘ ering future trends
s and the needs of all
customers. At the
end of the activity
students presented

their designs to the rest of the group. They also took
part in a Tunnel Building exercise, where students
designed, constructed, and tested a supporting struc-
ture for a cut and cover tunnel. We were so lucky to
have the volunteers from HS2 who gave our students
a valuable insight into careers in engineering. We
had a wonderful, inspiring day!




®

NYJ

Macbeth Production for Yrs 9 & 10 Ikttt i

We were delighted to welcome the National Youth
Jazz Orchestra to perform for our Year 7 students.
The NYJO is an organisation dedicated to making
jazz and creative musi@aking more accessible to
earlycareer musicians, young people, and audiences
across the country, and we were very lucky to have
them here with us. The NYJO works in close collab-
oration with schools to deliver projects that create an
inclusive learning environment which centres the
voices of young people.

On July 5th 2024, our Year 9s were treated to

watch an adaptation of the famous Shakespeare
play, Macbeth. The play was produced by Donmar
Warehouse Theatre and was a success with the stu-
dents being engaged and asking crafty questions to
cast and crew.

The beginning of the play was a perfect way to start.
It introduced the characters and the plot of the sto-
ry perfectly and was able to establish some context
as well as how this adaptation would be unigue and
change from Shakespeare's original. Some of the
major changes made was the addition of comedy
and the modernisation of the play. When asked

Author Visit

This term, we were lucky enough to get a visit from
Paul Chapman, who has created a series of illustrated
stories that are set around the local area. Paul talked

about these changes, the producers of this adapta- to a small group of our students about what it is like

tion replied that it was due to recent events such as t© P& an author and illustrator and students had a
the many elections going on and to teach young chance to ask questions about his work. Parents were

people about the dangers of power and corruption. also invited to attend the event and have coffee and

This is true as corruption is a big theme throughout ¢@ke with the author afterwards.

the play, and explaining it to young people must . .
have proved to be a challenge. It was a really im- It was a lovely conversation and Paul r_eaIIy msplred
pressive feat for what they achieved. Some of my SOme of our students to think apout being creative. A
personal favourite moments throughout the play €W students bought some of his books and enjoyed
include the interaction between the characters and his reading of his book set in and around London

the audience, the comedy and the use of props and Zoo.

costumes.

It was truly a great play and the only thing | would
improve would be the action sequences at the end.
They were done creatively but felt too short and
almost confusing to understand. However, this is
only a small change | would make because the resti#
of the play was well made. This was really entertai
ing and thank you to Miss Michaels for organising
this and for Donmar Warehouse Theatre for com-
ing over.

Nazim Ahmed (9A



In his time at Maria Fidelis Mr Rhoden has contribut-

Mr Rhoden: Unsung Hero ed to the wider school community by helping to bring
staff from different departments together for social

Congratulations to Mr Rhoden, who has been recog-€vents. He has been the leader of the Friday Bad-
nised by Pearson Eucation for his many years of serminton Club for 50 years and continues to play him-

vice to our school. He was given the Unsung Hero Self every week without fail. He has encouraged ney
Bronze Award. and old staff with or without experience of the game

to come along and participatele makes sure they

Mr Rhoden has left an indelible mark on Maria Fi-  feel welcome and it gives them the opportunity to ge
delis. Having spent 50 years in the service of educa-t0 know each other and wind down after the working

tion, he stands as a beacon of expertise, camaraderi#/€ek. Without his enthusiasm and commitment, the
and gooehatured humour. club would not run. He has also run afternoon back-

gammon sessions for staff, which have forged a bon

Mr Rhoden started his career as a science techniciarfhat extends beyond professional collaboration, anc
in Morpeth secondary school in the East End of Lon-have helped new staff feel a welcome part of the
don around 1963. He was invited to join the Science School community.

Department at the newly formed Maria Fidelis School (

in 1974 and has been in post as the senior science — = 1)

technician since that datim total he has been in post 3
at this school for 50 years but he has served as a tec 1
nician for 60 years! Z

It is highly unlikely that there is any other person i
the UK who has given service for this length of time : 1
a dedicated science technician.

In any busy school the more experienced teachirfll «
staff are key in supporting new, less experienced ¢
leagues but Mr Rhoden as senior technician also pla

an active role in nurturing new science teacHdrsy ¥

value his extensive scientific knowledge and unddll W
standing and seek him out to help develop their lega = \
sons and learn about the equipment they have N, B L

use. He is generous with his time and as they grow i= /” 3 *1 ~F
confidence they try new things and he will endeavo P . Hw ~ \ =
to meet all their requests and challengéss this > A " . e#b ; \ B | == "0
kind of working together which helps the departme ‘ i 14 ]

to maintain a relatively low staff turnover in difficult _ _ _
times. He has organised or contributed to many of the socia

events at the school because he is a great believer

He has also set aside his own time to support the SpBe concepts of inclusivity, community and treating
cial Education Needs Department if they require extr§veryone with kindness and respect.
help when delivering certain lessohie has worked _ _
directly with students who have additional needs afdr Rhoden is a trusted and dedicated colleague wha
their teachers to enable them to learn new skills in séfakes a real contribution the lives of those around
ence which would otherwise have not been possible.him. Renowned for his jokes and dlireers, often

drawn from his beloved books of jokes, he infuses
In his time at Maria Fidelis, he has run many sciend&€ work environment with laughter and levity. He
clubs for students in his lunch times and after scho§emonstrates the best of British values in terms of hi
and it is significant that many of those students wi¥Prk ethic and commitment to high quality science
were nurtured through these clubs have since gone Bducation for the young people who attend Maria
to a variety of careers in science and educatioe- ~ Fidelis.
cent example is a group of Maria Fidelis Science stu- _
dents who graduated from university in 2017 and haddr Rhoden is a modest and humble person who
gone on to further studies or careers in areas involvif§es not command attention but without whom the
medicine, genomics, oncology and scientific researct$chool would be a poorer place.



Year 11 Prom . am

The Year 11 Prom took place on the 26th of July, this
was a memorable celebration for our hardworking yeat &
11students. The event featured a stunning sunset cruig
along the Thames, where both staff and students rel-
ished the beautiful scenery and festive atmosphere.
London by boat on a summer evening, must be one th
best sights in the world! It was heatming to see our

Aisha, Andreea, Lorena, and Sanya

students all dressed up, enjoying themselves after
months of dedication to their GCSE exams. The stu
dents made the staff proud and they were on great
formfithe evening was filled with laughter, dancing, and Everyone having a ball!
a shared sense of achievement, making it a truly special
night for everyone involved.

Now that the GCSEs are over, our Year 11s can enjt
the summer and look forward to their results. We
hope to see many of them come back to join our Sixi
Form, and staff will be in school on Thursday 22nd A
gust to support and guide students about the next sti_
of their education. -

a

Prom Photo Gallery:

A

e 3r-

e i

Micah, Jeremiah and Dylan Crystal and Aliya



News from the Art Department

Year 12 Murals celebrating local life
Year 12 have been crea
in a dayd. They have b

ings on oil drums on Chalton Street as a piece of
art for the Somerstown Festival on theJi@y.

B

el

]

R

They were tasked with creating
work based on observations |
and experiences of daily life ¢

ner from the school. The re-
sults have been excellent anc
were even noticed by the
Mayor of Camden who re-
qguested more information | °
about the pupils work and fu-8’
ture.

Here are some examples of their work. Painting
by Carlos, Maya, Raadi, Sean and Jumirah:

1=

[

ANIRS !‘,g

Camden Art Biennale

Maria Fidelis Catholic School FCJ are proud to be taking

part in a new Biennale Ext
atchle}‘eaﬂlenpﬁmp\r‘gqcrgss A .'"A A AN
Gagden. The gvent grog - g2 Ui n
ises to showcase Camdel .. 555 vl
as a London centre for thg @ % -2t ¥

. X b\

Arts and to strengthen pa ‘= ; "K SN
nerships between School. qo B S\

and Art organisations. ' €5

The Art Dept has played ¢ = . &
leading role in the pannin
and organising of the eve
which will give our studen
a unique opportunity to
have their work exhibited
in a prestigious gallery.

Students from KS3 and 5 will be amongst the artists on
display at the Lethaby Gallery in Granary square betweer
11" and 17 July between 11am and 6pm.

Work by our students will include
this book of comic strips by year '
and 9 students, beautifully hand
bound by our new technician Sa
Vestberg Thomas. The book will
be on display in the school librar
for all to see after the biennale.

Camden Art Biennale 2024

The Biennale is a ion of Camden

in visual arts.
Itis a collaboration between Central Saint Martins, Camden Council, Camden Learning and our family of
schools.

Camden Schools:
o \" Biennale

-




News from Computer Science [ Wase 516

Jack Petchey VR Rewards Trip

On Friday the 12July a group of adventurous
computer scientists embarked on a mission to cros
the border from the physical to the virtual realm.
They made their way from Maria Fidelis to a se-
cure freeroam Virtual Reality facility in Aldgate.
Inconspicuously hidden up a rustic flight of stairs,
in an unassuming redbrick office building located ? »
on a quiet central London backstreet. What the b
students beheld therein left a lasting impression or™

them. Computer Science welcomes a new member of staff
Mr Adebayo
Student 6s h aod experiemce aithu | hands

understand something profound about the social ~&re proud to have among our ranks. Mr Adebayo hav-
implications of VR, as they faced off against one NG met many of his future classes, is knowledgeable of
another in a vastly different scene and setting to NS subject and calm in his spirit and approach. He is
what they are used to. They fought bravely in a la- V€Y excited about running the year 7 and 8 robotics
ser tag game, they collaborated on making burgersC|Ub in September as well as the popular Tuesday and
in a faspaced kitchen environment, they fought Wednesday lunctime gaming club with its VR head-
against a computer virus that had infected the worl§€ts and variety of nostalgic consoles.

they inhabited. The level of immersion invoked
awe, and pointed to a technological future full of
potential.

A big thank you to Mr Velinov!

. . _ The computer science department says goodbye to Mr
Once the VR experience was over, excited discus-Velinov who stepped in five months ago proving to be
sions ensued, one st ud emichvakiddaconkmittddoll®abut antl dcHer; Kintd

was in a dream worl do. sphhited And inspiring o allsvBo hddahe fleasuge bfc h
award primarily funded this adventure, confessed: working with him.

othis might be the best money | have ever spent
We wish him all the best as he pursues a career in his

There was something in the visit for staff too. Inthegp as si on 6Virtual Reality?d
control room, Miss Hammond & Mr Velinov were yillage in Italy. In the words of Spock (from Star Trek)
able to view the capability of the VR monitoring  _§ | is the lot of é&mang

stack, which allowed the tech team to see the multiy, . | 5 ¢

ple perspectives of students in the game. Toggling

between the student, their character and their per- Live long and prosper, Mr Velinov!
ception of the VR environment they were playing in

was marked as a tech high.



which saw the students almost jog around Regents
House News Park in their enthusiasm to raise money.

As the school year draws to a close it is has been an

epic year for house competitions at Maria Fidelis. The
heads of house would like to express pride and grati-

tude to all the students who participated in the myriad
of events and the staff who supported them.

So, the time has come to announce the overall win-
ners of the 2023024 house competition. In fourth
pl ace we have DO&Houet wi
have Faber with 778 points, in a close second, we
have Loyola with 902 poi
Before the final standings are announced let us recapGuillemet with a fantastic 929 points.
on the yeards events. The competitions began wi
pumpkin carving and Black History Month competi-
tions. Both saw some great
entries, with the pumpkin
event particularly enjoyed by
the year 7 and 8 students
who took part. The autumn
term was rounded off with
events marking culture day,
basketball, and the ever
popular Christmas card
competition. The spring
term saw some incredible
action as the competition _
reached new heights with the Well done to Ms Weaver to leading her house to
hardfought football competitions and the students ~ Victory. Let us all hope next year's events are as ex-
favourite dodgeball. At this point we should pointout €1 t i ng and as much fun &
that it was great to see girls competing with and against
the boys, well done girls. We should also mention a
wonderful sponsored walk on a glorious autumn day



