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Item B
In her article on conventional families, Ann Oakley (1982) drew on evidence from research carried out by other sociologists. She argues that statistically, conventional nuclear family life is no longer the norm. Yet the idea of a conventional family is still a powerful one in society. People expect that a conventional family life will bring them happiness. However, Oakley argues that there are strains beneath the surface, this is seen in the number of unhappy marriages ending in divorce and levels of depression and dissatisfaction experience by many women within marriage.





From item B, identify and describe the research method used by Ann Oakley, including what you know of her preceptive on the family.                                                                    [4 marks]
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Item B
Halsey, Heath and Ridge (1980) found clear social class inequalities in education. They used a sample of 8529 males born between 1913 and 1952. The participants were divided into three social classes based on their father’s occupation: 
1. the service class - professional workers 2. the intermediate class - clerical or sales workers 3. the working class - manual workers in industry and agriculture. 
 The research showed that a boy from the service class, compared to a boy from the working class had four times as great a chance of being at school at 16, eight times the chance at 17 and ten times the chance at 18. His chance of going to university was eleven times greater than a boy from the working class.  










Describe one reason for the trends found by Halsey, Heath and Ridge in item B including what you know of how they conducted their research
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Item DDavies and Moore argued that societies must allocate people (role allocation)  to different roles – some roles are functionally important (essential for society e.g doctors) the process of role allocation is meritocratic (rewarded for hard work). Their research involved using studies that other sociologists had published. These roles have high status and rewards to attract best people to them. 





From Item D identify and describe the Method used by Davies and Moore including what you know of their perspective on stratification. [ 4 marks]
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Item B

Merton argues people’s aspirations and goals are largely determined by the values of their
culture. The problem is that some individuals and groups accept the goal of achieving
economic success but lack opportunities to succeed through legitimate means. Some people
end up experiencing strain between the goals they have been socialised to strive for and the

means of achieving them. In this situation, where there is a mismatch between goals and
means, a condition of anomie develops. When anomie develops, anything goes and high rates
of crime and delinquency are likely.

Source: Wilson, P et al (2017). AQA GCSE 9-1 Sociology Student Book

0 [ 8] From Item B, identify and describe one group that experience strain, including

what you know of Merton’s perspective on crime. [4 marks]
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Item B

Pat Carlen’s study, Women, Crime and Poverty (1988), which was based on interviews with 39
imprisoned women, found that poverty “denied them adequate material means for alleviating
their multiple misfortunes”. The women she interviewed had little material incentive to be
law abiding. Once institutionalised, their chances of employment were further diminished,

and the more their options narrowed, the less they had to lose by being “nicked” or to gain
by conformity.

Source: Matthews, R. (1999). Doing Time: An Introduction to the Sociology of Imprisonment

0 | 8] From Item B, identify and describe the research method used by Carlen,
including what you know of her perspective on crime. [4 marks]
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In Becker’s view, deviance is created by society. By this he means that social groups create
deviance by making rules, applying these rules to particular people and labelling them as
"outsiders”. A "deviant” is a person who has been labelled as such and “deviant behaviour”

is behaviour that people label as such. According to Becker, some groups have more power to
make rules and apply them to others.

Source: Wilson, P et al (2017). AQA GCSE 9-1 Sociology

0 [ 8] From Item B, identify and describe one group that Becker believed had more

power to make rules and apply them to others, including what you know
of his perspective on crime. [4 marks]
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Item D

Fiona Devine researched husbands and wives in Luton. During her studies, she carried out
intensive interviews (which are similar to unstructured interviews) with 62 couples. The
husbands all worked in a factory for Vauxhall. Topics of conversations included geographical
mobility, work histories, sociability with kin, neighbours and fellow workers, conjugal roles,
leisure patterns, consumer aspirations, class identities, and industrial and political attitudes

and behaviour. She compared all of her results against Goldthorpe’s original study, and drew
conclusions from this. In selecting her sample, Devine decided not to use a random method of

sampling but selected people that fitted her research aims.

Source: Wilson, P et al (2017). AQA GCSE 9-1 Sociology Student Book

119 From Item D, identify and describe the research method used by Fiona

Devine, including what you know of her perspective on the lives
of working-class people. [4 marks]
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Item D

Townsend: Poverty in the UK

Peter Townsend has made major contributions to the study of poverty in the UK. Townsend used
questionnaires to research over 2,000 households, using a random method to draw his sample.
The national questionnaire contained questions on household resources and standards of living.
Using the results, he developed and designed a deprivation index to measure relative poverty in

the UK. Using this he calculated that almost 23% of the population lived in relative deprivation.
However, his index faced criticism from other sociologists, as some of the index failed to

take into account alternative religious or social factors that may explain non-involvement in
particular things, such as eating a roast joint once a week.

119 | From Item D, identify and describe the research method used by Peter Townsend,

including what you know of his perspective on poverty and deprivation. [4 marks]
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Item D
Charles Murray

Charles Murray is one of the most well-known New Right contributors and thinkers. In his
research of the underclass, he used secondary sources of quantitative data from the USA. This
data included official statistics from censuses, amongst other things. New Right explanations

of poverty often focus on the individual and the behaviours that individuals have. They often
attribute social problems to the family and argue that the state should not interfere with
families and the lives of individuals. They stress that individuals should have more self-reliance
and that structures in society should exert minimum control.

Source: Wilson, P et al (2017). AQA GCSE 9-1 Sociology Student Book

1]9 | From Item D, identify and describe the research method used by Charles Murray,

including what you know of the New Right perspective on poverty. [4 marks]
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Item B

Rapoport and Rapoport: Dimensions of family diversity

Rapoport and Rapoport’s account of the five aspects of family diversity is based on their
review of the existing literature on families in Britain. In other words, their analysis is based
on secondary sources. By using this existing literature, they came to the conclusion that
families in Britain were changing and that the traditional nuclear family unit was no longer

dominant. They believed that due to diversity families could be different, based on the
following: organisational diversity, cultural diversity, social class diversity, life course diversity
and cohort diversity.

Source: Wilson, P et al (2017). AQA GCSE 9-1 Sociology Student Book

0 | 8| From Item B, identify and describe the research method used by the Rapoports,

including what you know of their perspective on families and households. [4 marks]
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Item B

The functionalist view of the family

Both Murdock and Parsons are considered to be functionalist sociologists and have both
contributed towards the functionalist understanding of the family and the functions the
family performs. Murdock carried out primary research with over 250 families, conducting
structured interviews to gather information. Through his analysis of this, he concluded that

the family performed four functions and referred to them as sexual, economic, reproductive
and educational functions. Parsons built on Murdock’s ideas, but believed that the family

had lost some of its functions to other institutions in society. Parsons believed that the family
provided two vital functions in all societies: primary socialisation and the stabilisation of adult
personalities.

0 | 8| From Item B, identify and describe the research method used by Murdock,

including what you know of his perspective on families and households. [4 marks]
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In the 1980s sociologist Stephen Ball observed at “Beachside Comprehensive” and raised
important questions about selection and socialisation experienced by students at the school.
He compared the experiences of those banded by ability and those taught in mixed-ability
classes. He found that, whilst most students were pro-school when they started at the school,
banding negatively impacted the attitudes of some students:

" ... the anti-school pupils at Beachside who were normally viewed as failures by their
teachers can alternatively be seen as rationally weighing up the value of school in terms of
returns to their immediate goals and life plans, accepting those parts of the experience of
schooling they saw as valuable and rejecting the rest.”

Ball linked such banding with social class and found working-class students were more likely
to be negatively affected by banding.

119 From Item D, identify and describe the research method used by Ball, including
what you know of his perspective on education. [4 marks]





