
	Advice for the different types of question you will find in each paper (mini essay not included here). 


	2 mark (methods)
	3 mark questions (concept)             4 mark questions  (subject knowledge)        4 mark question  ( Method)                       4 mark question (theory)

	This question always asks you about a pro and con of a method 
	‘Describe’ or ‘identify and describe’ questions:

	‘identify and explain one trend/ reason why/factor/example/……. (subject knowledge only)

	Identify and explain using a stated research method to investigate a random issue (generally unrelated to item)
	Identify and describe linked to case study

	
Examine the strength of the research discussed in the item.

Examine a weakness of the research discussed in the item.

From Item A, examine one strength of using statistics to research marriage 

This question is always the same – but remember that you need to be able to answer it for any research method used as outlined in the item. 

For these questions refer to the type of data the method produce i.e. whether it is qualitative or quantitative, whether it is a single cohort, whether the study is longitudinal, whether it uses  a large national sample, whether it is a comparative study i.e. comparing different schools, samples, genders, age groups or cohorts. 
	These require you to describe WHAT, rather than explain WHY (WHY is required for explain questions)

Your answer should be descriptive where the aim is to develop a logical and clear description of a concept i.e. Describe the hidden curriculum in education.

This transmits society’s norms and values learned through schooling. For example, hierarchy is a norm within society, the structure of schooling is hierarchical where head teachers are at the top of the hierarchy, teachers are further down but they all have power over the students who have little power. This teaches children that hierarchy is a normal fact of society

With identify and describe questions – clearly identify the factor or example first and then describe it i.e. what are its characteristics or features. Set these out clearly and logically.

i.e. Identify and describe one example of how patriarchy can affect the power relationship within families.








	This question generally follows on from the 2 mark source question and asks you to demonstrate your own, deeper knowledge of the issues raised in the source. 

EXAMPLE OF QUESTION: Identify and explain one factor that may have led to an increase in the number of children raised in single-parent families referred to as a concern in Item A.

It is important to identify one relevant factor from your own knowledge (it will not appear in the item) that could explain the issue i.e. there has been an increase in divorce over the last 50 years.  This will get you 1 mark. Next you should EXPLAIN WHY this is, and HOW this may lead to increases in children being raised in single-parent families. This can give you up to 3 more marks depending on the level of detail.

i.e. This could be due to changes in the law where divorce has become much simpler and in most cases a divorce can be acquired very quickly and there is no need for a long period of separation. This may lead to an increased number of children growing up with just their mother or father as their main parent as they will no longer be living with their partner.



	This is generally the next question on the paper and is designed to test your knowledge of research methods within the context of the issue. 

It is generally unrelated to the previous source and previous 4 mark question. The topic is therefore a standalone topic which asks you to identify and explain an advantage or disadvantage of using a stated research method to investigate a random issue.

i.e. Identify and explain one advantage of using observation to investigate policing in urban areas.

It is important that you answer the question so that the advantage is in context with the issue i.e. investigating policing in urban areas. There should be a link between the advantage and the issue being investigated. 

One advantage would be that the researcher may observe policing without being noticed (1 mark). Urban areas, such as busy streets and shopping areas are generally very busy and it would be easy to blend in without being noticed. A busy shopping area would be a typical area that could provide a place to observe from. This would involve using covert observation which would help to avoid the hawthorn effect where the police may behave differently if they knew they were being observed. (3  additional marks)
	This type of question will always follow the previous method question. It will always ask you about one of the case studies that you have been asked to learn. You must draw on your knowledge of research methods used i.e. describe WHAT i.e. the main characteristics of their research method

…. and then identify and describe their perspective on the issue.

i.e. From Item D, identify and describe the research method used by Willis including what you know of his perspective on education.

In some cases the question could ask you about a study that did not use research i.e. Marx or Durkheim. These questions will ask you to identify one example of something linked to their theory and then ask you to describe their perspective.

i.e. From Item D, identify and describe one group that Marx believed had failed to benefit from the development of industry, including what you know of his perspective on these events.

Marx believed that the workers did not benefit from the development of industry. (1 mark). These are the people who have to sell their labour to the ruling class who own the means of production ( 1 mark). Marx believed that this has created class division within society (1 mark) working class and the ruling class have different interests for example the working class want decent wages and the ruling class what to make a profit (1 mark)


	4 mark identify and explain one reason why…../effect of…./one feature of …….or identify and explain one PET issue/or function of……. and how you would investigate it or deal with it /advantage/disadvantage to investigate (related or unrelated to case study)  (method and subject knowledge)

	This question will always follow the 4 mark case study question. It is the last question before your two 12 mark essays. It generally tests your knowledge of research methods and subject knowledge together. It will genrerally ask you to explain HOW you would investigate an issue using a stated method. It often asks you HOW you would deal with an ethical issue for a stated research issue.
· Identify one function of the family and explain how you would investigate this function using questionnaires.
· Identify one ethical issue that you would need to consider when investigating anti-social behaviour in a community and explain how you would deal with this issue in your investigation
Below is an example which does not conform to the general pattern of question style – be aware that style of question based on knowledge of subject only can also occasionally be used  :
· Identify one possible label that might be attached to students who fail to conform and explain the possible impact that label might have on their school career.
.



	Education: Past Paper Questions

	3 mark identity/ describe questions
	4 mark identify and explain one trend/ reason why/factor/example/……. Sometimes linked to item in 2 mark Q (subject knowledge only)
	4 mark: Identify and explain using a stated research method to investigate a random issue (generally unrelated to item)
	4 mark research: Identify and describe linked to case study
	4 mark: identify one reason why…../effect of…./one feature of …….or identify and explain one PET issue/or function of……. and how you would investigate it or deal with it 

	· Identify and describe what sociologists mean by vocationalism in education.
· Identify and Describe a home-based factor that could influence a student’s educational achievement 
· Identify and describe one example of a  pupil subcultures
· Identify and describe one example of a type of secondary school in Britain today. 
· Describe the gendered curriculum in education
· Describe one home based factor that could influence students’ performance at school
· Identify and describe what sociologists studying education mean by peer group pressure
· Describe the hidden curriculum in education.
· Describe the crisis in masculinity that may be experienced by some males.
· Describe the correspondence principle in education as outlined by Bowles and Gintis. 
· Identify and describe one example of the cultural capital which middle class parents can use to give their children advantages at school.
	Identify and explain one factor that may have led to the relatively poor performance of working class pupils referred to as a concern in Item C.

Identify and explain one possible reason why the proportion of young people who have received private tuition is rising as mentioned in item C.

Identify and explain one reason for the improvements in girl’s educational achievements over the last 40 years.

Identify and explain one way in which membership to a counter-school culture could influence student’s educational achievement.

Identify and explain one school related factor that may have led to the relatively high performance of children from Asian families as mentioned in item C.

Identify and explain one home related factor that may have led to the relatively low performance of boys mentioned as a concern in item C. 

Identify and explain one reason why the number of pupils going to university from all backgrounds has increased in the last 15 years. 




	Identify and explain one advantage of using group interviews to investigate school subcultures. 

Identify and explain one disadvantage o
f using questionnaires to investigate the literacy skills of parents.

Identify and explain one advantage of using a longitudinal study to investigate the effects of banding in schools.

Identify and explain one disadvantage of using a snowball sample to investigate truancy among secondary school students. 

Identify and explain one advantage of using a longitudinal study to investigate the relationship between social class and educational achievement.








	From Item D, identify and describe the research method used by Ball including what you know about his perspective on education.

From Item D, identify and describe the research method used by Willis including what you know of his perspective on education.

From item D, identify and describe the research method used by Bowles and Gintis and what you know of their perspective on education. 

From item D, identify and describe the research method used by Ball, Bowe and Gewirtz and what you know of their perspective on education. 

From item D, identify and describe the research method used by Halsey, Ridge and Heath and what you know of their perspective on education.

	Identify one possible effect on students of setting in schools and explain how you would investigate this using observation.

Identify one possible label that might be attached to students who fail to conform and explain the possible impact that label might have on their school career.

Identify one expectation that teachers might have on students in the top band and explain the possible impact of this expectation on students’ educational achievements.

Identify one function of the education system and explain how you would investigate this function using observation.

Identify one ethical issue that you would need to consider when investigating pupil sub-cultures in school and explain how you would deal with this issue.



	12 mark essay questions

	· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that educational reforms over the last 30 years have been successful in raising the achievement of all pupils.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the situation in a pupil’s home is a more important cause of educational under-achievement than the type of school he or she attends.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the way in which pupils are grouped within a school has a significant effect on their educational performance
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the main function of schools is to teach children to become part of society
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a student’s ethnic background is the main reason for differences in educational achievement
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that peer group pressure has a significant effect on a student’s choice of subjects at school and of courses at college.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the social class background of pupils has a significant effect on their educational performance
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that gender inequalities still exist within education in Britain
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that peer group pressure has a significant effect on a pupil’s educational achievement
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the improvement in pupil achievement in examinations has been the result of educational reforms in the past 25 years
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a pupil’s social class background is the main reason for differences in educational achievement
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the type of school a child attends has a significant effect on his/her life chances
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that pupils’ gender is the main reason for differences in their educational achievement
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the main function of schools is to prepare pupils for the workplace
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that parental attitudes have a significant effect on a child’s educational success
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the type of school pupils attend has a significant effect on their chances of educational success.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that school based factors are the main cuase of differences 

	Families: Past Paper Questions

	3 mark describe/identify and describe
	4 mark identify and explain one trend/ reason why/factor/example/……. (subject knowledge only) sometimes linked to item in 2 mark question.
	4 mark: Identify and explain using a stated research method to investigate a random issue (generally unrelated to item)
	4 mark research: Identify and describe linked to case study
	4 mark: identify one reason why…../effect of…./one feature of …….or identify and explain one PET issue/or function of……. And explain how you would investigate it or deal with it or why /advantage/disadvantage to investigate

	
· Describe  an  extended family
· Describe an empty nest family
· Describe a traditional nuclear family
· Describe an example of global diversity in families 
· Identify and Describe one example of authority relationships in families
· Identify and Describe one example of primary socialisation within families
· Describe the domestic division of labour as experienced by adult partners
· Identify ad describe one example of family diversity
·  Describe a  symmetrical family 
· Describe the double shift experienced by women in marriage.
· Identify and describe one example of a dependent family member
· Describe what is meant by joint conjugal roles 
· Identify and describe one example of how patriarchy can affect the power relationship within families.
· Identify and Describe one type of family that has increased over the past 30 years
· 

	
· Identify and explain one factor that may have led to an increase in the number of children raised in single-parent families referred to as a concern in Item A.
· Identify and explain one factor that may have led to an increase in the divorce rate between 1973-1993.
· Identify and describe one example of a dependent family member.
· Identify and explain  one possible effect  of living in a stepfamily
· Identify and explain  one possible effect of divorce for family members
· Identify and explain one factor that may have led to the increase in single person households over the past 40 years.
· Describe the type of statistical data shown in Item A. Identify the trend shown by the data and explain one factor which may account for this trend. 
· Identify and explain one factor that may have led to changes in the patterns of divorce 
· Identify and explain  one reason why the average age at which people get married has increased in the last 30 years

	Identify and explain one advantage of using official statistics to study changes in the fertility rate.

Identify and explain one advantage of using postal questionnaires to investigate the domestic division of labour within families. 

Identify and explain one advantage of using unstructured interviews to investigate relationships between family members.

Identify and explain one advantage of using a focus group to investigate arraigned marriage in Britain. 

Identify and explain an advantage of using group interviews to investigate married people’s attitude towards marriage. 


	From Item B, identify and describe one way in which Delphy and Leonard believed that the family could be patriarchal, including what you know of their sociological perspective on family.

 From Item B, identify and describe the research method used by the Rapoports including what you know of their perspective on the family.

From Item B, identify and explain the research method used by Ann Oakley, including what you know of her perspective on the family
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Identify one weakness of the time budget study carried out by Willmott and Young in their research  and explain how you would deal with this

	Identify and explain one reason why the average age at which people marry has increased in the last 30 years.

Identify one ethical issue that you would need to consider when investigating the domestic division of labour and explain how you would deal with this issue in your investigation. 

Identify one function of the family and explain how you would investigate this function using questionnaires.

Identify one type of family diversity and how you would investigate this type of diversity using unstructured interviews.

Identify one possible consequence of divorce for former partners and explain how you would investigate this consequence using unstructured interviews.


	12 mark essay questions

	· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the nuclear family is the norm in Britain today
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the family is the main source of gender inequality in British society today
· Discuss how far sociologists agree that the main function of the nuclear family in Britain is the primary socialisation of children.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that living in a family tends to benefit men more than women.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the traditional nuclear family is the most appropriate family type in which to raise children in modern Britain.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that there is equality between men and women in the family.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the wider extended family is becoming less important in society today.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that there is no longer a typical British family.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that changes in family size have led to families becoming more child-centred
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the roles of men and women in families have changed significantly in the past 50 years
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that changes in the divorce rate over the past 50 years are due to changes in the law
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the nuclear family is no longer the norm in modern Britain
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that extended/wider family members play an important role in British families
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that marriage is no longer seen as important in modern British society
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that changing social attitudes are the main reason for changes in the divorce rate over the past 50 years
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that there is no longer a typical family in Britain
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the modern family has become more child-centred.

	Crime and Deviance: Past Paper Questions


	3 mark describe/identify questions
	4 mark identify and explain one trend/ reason why/factor/example/……. generally linked to item in 2 mark Q (subject knowledge only)
	4 mark: Identify and explain using a stated research method to investigate a random issue (generally unrelated to item)
	4 mark research: Identify and describe linked to case study. (knowledge and methods)
	4 mark: identify one reason why…../effect of…./one feature of …….or identify and explain one PET issue/or function of……. and how you would investigate it or deal with it 

	
· Identify and Describe one formal agency of social control
· Describe one example of a criminal subculture
· Identify and describe one informal agency of social control.
· Describe one factor that determines whether an act is considered to be a crime.
· Describe one way that sociologists attempt to measure the amount of crime within society
· Describe one example of an issue of public concern that it related to crime in the UK.
· Describe agenda setting in the media with reference to crime.
· Describe the ‘class deal’ that may be experience by some women.
· Describe the ‘dark figure of crime’
· Describe one way in which some females may be controlled within the home.
· Describe the ‘status frustration’ experience by young people at school.
· Describe one example of corporate crime.
· Describe a ‘deviant career’ as described by Becker.
· Describe the double deviance experienced by women in the criminal justice system.

	· Describe the type of crime survey in Item A. Identify the trend shown by the data and explain one factor which may account for this trend.
· Identify and explain one factor which might explain why female criminals are treated more leniently than men by the police and judges.
· Identify and explain one factor that may have led young men to engage in football hooliganism as mentioned as a concern in item A.
· Identify and explain one reason why there are more men than women in prison.


	Identify and explain one advantage of using group interviews to investigate criminal subcultures. 

Identify and explain one disadvantage o
f using questionnaires to investigate gangs related crime.

Identify and explain one disadvantage of using a self-report study to investigate white collar crime.

Identify and explain one advantage of using a longitudinal study to investigate deviant careers.

Identify and explain one disadvantage of using a snowball sample to investigate gun and knife crime.

Identify and explain one advantage of using observation to investigate policing in urban areas.

Identify and explain one advantage of using victim surveys to investigate the level of crime within society.

Identify and explain one disadvantage of using self-report surveys to investigate the level of crime in society.






	From Item B, identify and describe an example of a criminal act which Cohen believed was typical of delinquent subcultures, including what you know of his sociological perspective.

From Item B, identify and describe the method used by Frances Heidensohn including what you know of her perspective on female criminal behaviour.

From Item B, identify and describe an example of a subculture which Merton believed was typical of those unable to achieve society’s success goals, including what you know of his perspective on crime and deviance.

From Item B, identify and describe the method used by Carlin including what you know of her perspective on female criminal behaviour. 

From Item B, identify and describe one function of crime, including what you know of Durkheim’s perspective of society.





	Identify one ethical issue that you would need to consider when investigating anti-social behaviour in a community and explain how you would deal with this issue in your investigation

Identify one ethical issue that you would need to consider when investigating white collar crime and explain how you would deal with this issue.

Identify one reason why female criminality is less common than male criminality and explain how you would investigate these differences using secondary research methods. 

Identify one reason why female criminality is less common than male criminality and explain how you would investigate these differences using unstructured interviews.

Identify one ethical issue you would need to consider when investigating victims of crime and explain how you would deal with this issue in your investigation. 

Identify an ethical issue you would need to consider when investigating deviant sub-cultures and explain how you would deal with this issue.

Identify one agency of informal social control and explain how you would investigate this agency using unstructured interviews. 

	12 mark essay questions

	· Discus how far sociologists agree that social classes in Brattain today have different experiences of the criminal justice system
· Discuss how far sociologists agree that inadequate socialisation at home is the main reason for delinquency among young people.
· Discuss how far sociologists agree that police-recorded crime statistics do not accurately reflect the true level of female criminality. 
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that crimes are more likely to be committed by members of the working class rather than members of the middle class
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the mass media can affect people’s awareness of how much crime there is in society. 
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that teenage criminal and deviant behaviour results from parents failing to socialise their children correctly.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that official statistics of police recorded crime exaggerate crime levels among young people/ among people from minority ethnic groups
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that women are less likely to commit crime than men.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that what is seen as deviance arises from labelling by society.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that deprivation is the main cause of most crime in modern Britain.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that official statistics of crimes recorded by the police provide a complete picture of the extent of crime in Britain.

	Stratification: Past Paper Questions

	3 mark describe/identify and describe
	4 mark identify and explain one trend/ reason why/factor/example/……. (subject knowledge only) Generally linked to item in 2 mark question.
	4 mark: Identify and explain using a stated research method to investigate a random issue (generally unrelated to item)
	4 mark research: Identify and describe linked to case study
	4 mark: identify one reason why…../effect of…./one feature of …….or identify and explain one PET issue/or function of……. And explain how you would investigate it or deal with it or why /advantage/disadvantage to investigate

	
· Describe one example of ascribed status.
· Describe the cycle of deprivation experienced by some families
· Identify one group who have power in the UK and describe their power.
· Describe social inequality 
· Identify and describe one way of measuring social class.
· Identify and describe one example of how the traditional role of women in society may make them more likely to experience poverty
· Describe the process of Embourgeoisement that may be experienced by some workers
· Identify and explain one example of social construct.
· Describe the glass ceiling in the work place
· Identify and Describe one way in which life chances differ between the social classes.
· Describe the privatised instrumentalism that people in some families may experience.
· Describe one example of an institution of the state in the UK.
· Describe one example of a system of stratification.
· Describe the experience of alienation in the workplace.
· Identify and describe one way of defining poverty.
· Describe one way that ordinary people can influence political decision making in a democracy
·  Describe globalisation 
	
· Identify and explain one factor which might limit a young person’s opportunities to find secure long-term employment as experienced by many of the young people referred to in Item C.
· Identify and explain one way in which religious hate crime might affect people’s life chances as experienced by many of the women referred to in item C
· Identify and explain one reason why women on average earn less than men as referred to in item C.
· Identify and explain one factor which might account for less well-off students earning less than their wealthier peers as referred to in Item C.
· Identify and explain one factor which might limit a young person’s knowledge and understanding of the British political system referred to as a concern in item A.
· 


	Identify and explain one disadvantage of using structured interviews to research young people’s experience of unemployment.

Identify and explain one disadvantage of using structured interviews to investigate people’s experiences of racism in the UK.

Identify and explain one disadvantage of using official statistics to investigate poverty in the UK

Identify and explain one disadvantage of using official statistics to measure social mobility. 

Identify and explain one advantage of using structured interviews to investigate social mobility in the UK.

Identify and explain one advantage of using covert observation to investigate a protest movement in the UK.

Identify and explain one disadvantage of using a longitudinal study to investigate social mobility.





	From Item D, identify and describe one group that Marx believed had failed to benefit from the development of industry, including what you know of his perspective on these events.

From item D, identify and describe the research method used by Peter Townsend, including what you know of his perspective on poverty.

From item D, identify and describe on patriarchal structure highlighted by the sociologists Sylvia Walby and what you know of her perspective on inequality.

From Item D, identify and describe one group that would benefit from social stratification, including what you know of Davies and Moore’s sociological perspective 

	Identify and explain one feature of British society which led the sociologist Charles Murray to conclude that there was a growing underclass in Britain.

Identify one group of people who are at risk of poverty in the UK, and explain why this group are at risk of poverty.

Identify one type of social mobility and explain how you would investigate this type using a questionnaire.

Identify one reason why individuals might experience poverty and explain how you would investigate poverty using interviews. 


	12 mark essay questions

	· Discuss how far sociologists agree that ethnicity is the most important source of inequality in British society today.
· Discuss how far sociologists agree that social class rather than gender or ethnicity is the most important division in British society
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that power is distributed widely in contemporary British society
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that rising divorce rates are the most important reason for child poverty in the UK
· Discuss how far sociologists agree that a breakdown of the traditional family is one of the most important reasons that child poverty exists in modern British society.
· Discuss how far sociologists agree that official statistics underestimate the actual level of poverty in society. 
· Discuss how far sociologists agree that Britain is a meritocratic society in which everyone has equal opportunities to succeed. 
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that social class remains the most powerful influence on the voting behaviour and political beliefs of a British citizen.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that pressure groups and political parties help to spread power evenly throughout British society.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the welfare state has been successful in significantly reducing poverty in Britain over the last 50 years
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that gender discrimination in the workplace remains an issue in Britain today.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that Britain is now a classless society.
· Discuss how far sociologists would agree that unemployment is the most significant cause of poverty in Britain today.




